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Good afternoon.  Today, Massachusetts takes an important step towards ensuring the safety of victims of stalking, sexual abuse and harassment.  The bill I am signing this afternoon updates an important law that allows victims to petition the court for protection in the form of a restraining order against the perpetrator.  Unfortunately, the initial law was too narrow, giving the ability to petition only if the perpetrator of the abuse is a family member, roommate, current or former spouse, or a person with whom the vistim has or had a substantial dating relationship.  Well, 66% of victims of sexual assault do not qualify for a protective order under that law.  From today forward, we make the protection of the justice system available to those victims.

This bill is just one aspect of our efforts to confront sexual abuse and domestic violence.  Today, we are channeling $708,400 from the Violence Against Women Act and other federal sources to the Commonwealth’s 11 District Attorneys.  These resources, awarded through the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security, will target violent crimes against women, including domestic and dating violence, and sexual assault and stalking.  Especially now, when stress and frustration rise, cities and towns need this additional assistance to provide core victim services across the state.
The simple truth is that we owe it to these victims to extend every protection we can.  As a community, we cannot allow these victims of abuse to live in fear of their perpetrator because the bureaucracy could not keep up with the issues in front of us.

This is the type of collaboration that provides what is possible when we work together.  Victims’ rights groups, legislators, district attorneys and sheriffs all saw the need to remedy this problem and take every responsible step we could to ensure victims’ safety.  It’s been a long time coming, but we got there.  I want to applaud this effort that will help prevent more victims of assault, harassment and abuse in our commonwealth.  Thank you.

