PATRICK-MURRAY ADMINISTRATION’S EDUCATION ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2007-2009

· Commitment to Education Reform. Filed and signed comprehensive education reform legislation to close achievement gaps, more rapidly intervene in underperforming schools and districts, promote widespread innovation in education and increase the number of high-performing charter schools serving students in the lowest performing districts.

· Readiness Project Moves Forward. Worked to implement the key strategic programs of the Governor’s Readiness Project, including the establishment of the state’s first-ever Innovation Schools and Readiness Centers. The Innovation Schools will begin operating in 2010 as innovative, in-district charter-like schools that will provide families with more choice. Readiness Centers are operating as professional development and resource centers for teachers located in six regions across the state and designed to enhance the quality of teaching across the education continuum from early childhood through higher education by supporting educators with services and activities that address local and regional educational needs as well as statewide priorities.

· Massachusetts Students Lead the Nation. Massachusetts has much to be proud of when it comes to the success of our students, teachers, and administrators. Massachusetts students are leading the nation and the world in their performance on a host exams and surveys, including the National Assessment of Educational Progress, SAT, ACT, and Trends in Mathematics and Science Survey.

· Leadership in Higher Education. Working to implement the Commissioner’s Vision Project of a unified public higher education system focused on producing the best educated workforce in the country, and announced a record $2 billion capital investment to make the improvements necessary to ensure public campuses are highly competitive and equipped to fully meet the needs of students and professionals. 
· Graduation and Dropout Prevention Commission. Lead the formulation of the Graduation and Dropout Prevention and Recovery Commission report that will strengthen efforts to prevent students from dropping out of school and ensure they are receiving the education necessary to achieve success.

· Expansion of Services in Early Childhood Education. Mounted a “Birth to School Age” Task Force to focus state policy on children in the earliest stages of learning while to developing a Quality Rating and Improvement System and new searchable database of programs for families choosing programs for their children

· Child and Youth Readiness Cabinet. Launched the Governor’s Child and Youth Readiness Cabinet in partnership with the Executive Office of Health and Human Services to establish a new collaborative platform for the essential work of streamlining and enhancing service to the state’s most vulnerable residents.
