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Thank you.  I’m glad to be here with Secretary Burke and Firemarshall Coan and all of you to recognize the extraordinary courage of these firefighters.  Our honorees have met and exceeded the highest standards of their duty.  I am proud to join in commending their service and valor. 
These individual examples of bravery are shared with the 17,000 active firefighters working in Massachusetts today.  Each and every one of them arrives to work prepared for that same call to action, to serve with inspiring courage in the face of life-threatening danger.  

And because our firefighters are also mothers and fathers, wives, husbands, brothers and sisters, we make this tribute to their families, who deserve our appreciation as well. 

Even in my short time in office, I have had a chance to see your dedication in action.  I was in Danvers a little less than a year ago following the explosion of the chemical warehouse there, and saw as firefighters worked to secure and comfort those displaced families.  I witnessed the aftermath of the Bernat Mill fire in Uxbridge only a few months ago.  It is extraordinary that not one person lost their lives in either of those events.  In fact, through your dedication and hard work, and the leadership of Fire Marshal Coan, we have seen a record low in fire fatalities in our Commonwealth this year, and for that you should be extremely proud.

I also want to note how crucial it is that you all take an active role in your communities to help prevent fires.  In many ways, the work that you do when they walk into a school or community meeting is just as important as they work they do when they walk into a burning building.  As we saw with the recent wildfire blazes in California, something as simple as a 10 year old playing with matches can lead to astonishing damage
.  
I want to personally tell you how grateful I am as your governor, and that I speak for every person in Massachusetts when I say, thank you.  For the many lives that have been saved in acts of uncommon courage, we owe all of you our gratitude.  I’m glad to be with you today.  [Presentation of awards]
� A 10-year-old boy admitted that he accidentally started one of the largest of last week’s Southern California wildfires while playing with matches, enforcement officials say.


The blaze, the Buckweed fire, started in the early afternoon of Oct. 21, in Agua Dulce, a rural community in the northern part of Los Angeles County. Fanned by high winds and hot, dry weather, it spread quickly, driving 15,000 people from their homes, destroying 21 houses and 22 other buildings, injuring three people and blackening more than 38,000 acres., NYTimes, 10-31
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