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Good morning and thank you all for being here.  Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Murray.  I am so proud of the extraordinary level of partnership and collaboration across the public and private spheres that have gone into this project.  The wide array of people here today is a testament to the diversity of that coalition.  
But this has been Tim’s baby from the beginning.  The Lieutenant Governor has been working on the agreement with CSX that made this a reality since he was the mayor of Worcester.  As our administration’s point-person on our Commonwealth’s many regions and on expanding commuter rail service, Lieutenant Governor Murray deserves our praise and our gratitude for spearheading this project.  
CSX Transportation has been good to Massachusetts and they deserve our thanks too.  We have an excellent partnership that has grown over the years; they have demonstrated again and again their commitment to Worcester and our Commonwealth.  
The project that we are here to inaugurate is good news for commuters, good news for Worcester.  And it is a huge win for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  The modernized and expanded facility here will bring more options for commuters using our rail lines and more trains on the Worcester/Framingham line.  We will have 20 more trains on the line by late 2012.  These trains will transport the goods, raw materials, finished products and ideas that are powering our economy and our future.
And there is an immediate benefit to our employment picture.  Construction alone will create over 400 temporary and permanent jobs here.  We expect the wider impact to net up to 1,000 new Massachusetts jobs.  
With the state-of-the-art ‘green’ terminal that will grow in this space, we are connecting our second-largest city with the rest of the Commonwealth and enhancing its status as a regional hub for commerce and an engine for innovation.  When I took office in 2007 I promised to be the Governor of the whole Commonwealth, not just the part inside Route 128.  Tim Murray and I have fulfilled that promise; we are dedicated to expanding opportunity and prosperity to every region of our Commonwealth.  That’s what this new facility is about.  

 Progress here is another sign that our growth strategy is having an impact.  Our investments in education, innovation and infrastructure are working.  
Massachusetts is creating jobs faster than most other states -- 19,500 in the month of April alone.  Our unemployment rate is well below the national average; our economy is growing at twice the national rate; and CNBC has moved our state up to the fifth best place in America to do business.  Our bond rating has not only remained strong, but gotten stronger – one of only two states in America whose outlook is currently positive.

Now, rebuilding our infrastructure may be the unglamorous work of government, but it enables the rest – and it has been neglected for a very, very long time.  It’s not just rail projects.  Our roads and bridges.  Broadband expansion.  Affordable and public housing.  Recreational facilities.  Fixing up our public college and university campuses.  All of this is creating jobs right now and also building a platform for future growth.  
We are investing in projects like this to build a 21st century infrastructure to move goods, products, ideas and investment to every corner of the Commonwealth, and from every corner of the Commonwealth to every corner of the world.  And we are continuing or record of historic investments into the second term.  
Because that is how we will win the future.  That’s how we will attract, grow and retain the industries that create the jobs of tomorrow.  And, with your help and your commitment, it is how we are building a better, stronger Commonwealth -- not just for us but for the generations to follow as well.  
Thank you all for being a part of that.  
PAGE  
2

