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· Thank you all for joining me today.  

· We know that there is no role we play as a community more important than ensuring that our children are safe and secure, particularly those who are in the care of the Commonwealth and its agencies. 
· For that reason, , we have created the Office of the Child Advocate to play a kind of “ombudsperson” role – an independent oversight role designed to look at policies and practices across agencies, and ensure that we are doing all that we can to serve our young people and give them the future that they deserve.  Secretary Bigby and the commissioners of the agencies serving children believe that the Child Advocate is the most appropriate means of addressing potential systematic issues in the way the Commonwealth serves children.  
· To that end, I am proud today to swear-in Judge Gail Garinger to this critical new position.  Judge Garinger has spent over thirty years dealing with child welfare issues – from her time at Children’s Hospital to her distinguished service as First Justice of the Middlesex Juvenile Court. – There may be no person in the Commonwealth who better understands the legal, medical, and psychological issues that come into play in serving children and their families  
·  Her leadership could not come at a more important time – in days when we are working to expand health care, human services, and educational opportunities for every child in the Commonwealth.  I am deeply grateful that she is willing to bring her experience, talent, and compassion to this administration.  I’m glad to join with you all in welcoming her. I look forward to working with her  and to seeing what a difference we can make, with her leadership, in the lives of the children of Massachusetts.  Thank you.
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