GOVERNOR PATRICK’S FY11 BUDGET: BUILDING A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
Governor Patrick’s budget proposal is a reflection of his vision for how together we can build a better, stronger Commonwealth. Just as he has since the beginning of the global economic crisis, the Governor understands the value of investing in people and in the services that help them help themselves. This budget includes difficult but responsible cuts all while maintaining the Governor’s unprecedented commitment to education, local aid for cities and towns, health care and other essential services that will help us bridge to a better tomorrow.

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education.


· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services so there is less pressure to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.
· Health Care: Maintains our commitment to the most successful health care reform in the country; preserves eligibility for state health insurance programs and devotes additional resources to enroll new residents; and increases support for veterans and domestic violence programs.
· Responsible Fiscal Leadership. The budget builds on the Governor’s strong record of fiscal management by holding the line on spending, reducing reliance on one-time revenue sources and making difficult cuts to solve the deficit. In fact, average annual spending during the Patrick-Murray Administration has grown by only 0.6%, compared to much higher average annual growth in spending of 4.6% during the 16 years preceding the Patrick-Murray Administration.
· Tough Cuts:  Overall reductions total $797 million and make up 25 percent of the total solution to the $2.7 billion gap. Some will be offset by contributions from our quasi public and independent agencies. Cuts have been made in such a way as to spread the pain as broadly as possible.
· One-Time Revenues: Addresses the structural deficit by reducing the reliance on one-time revenues by 38%. Calls for only $175 million withdrawal from the state’s Stabilization Fund. 
· Shared Sacrifice: Continuing his call for shared sacrifice among all state government partners, the Governor’s budget includes nearly $28.6 million in contributions from state entities to offset some cuts and preserve important programs and services.

· Changing How State Government Works. Proposes common sense reforms that will save taxpayers money and make government more efficient.

· Pension Reform Phase II: Building on last year’s landmark reforms, new changes call for cap on pension earnings, retirement age increase, and other reforms to make system fair for taxpayers and ensure its long-term sustainability and credibility. 

· Public Safety Consolidation: Consolidating parole and probation services under the Executive Branch will enhance public safety and save taxpayer dollars by replacing the current fragmented oversight structure with a more efficient and accountable system for supervising offenders.

· Bulk Energy Purchasing: Plan realigns how state government purchases and manages energy, moving from separate decision-making by multiple agencies to centralized procurement by the Clean Energy Center. State and local governments and quasi public agencies spend a combined $750 million annually on energy costs. With full participation, the Governor’s proposal has the potential to save taxpayers tens of millions of dollars.
· Focus on Jobs. The Governor’s unprecedented level of capital investment in our infrastructure will increase during this spring’s construction season, putting people to work building roads and bridges, expanding broadband, improving public colleges, and more. Massachusetts can afford to do this work thanks to the Governor’s careful, proactive management of the state budget which led the rating agencies to affirm our AA bond rating, keeping our interest rates affordable.
