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Good morning.  We came here more than a year ago to start construction on this project that is important to the greater Boston area.  At the time, the work was in its infancy.  We were just getting started.  Now, this project has created 180 jobs.  That’s 180 reasons to be proud, 180 families who can breathe a little easier, 180 signs that we are coming out of the worst recession in a generation the best way possible:  as a community, focused on the long-term investments that will make for a better, stronger Commonwealth tomorrow.


This project is just one indicator of that progress.  This morning, we learned that Massachusetts had the single highest jump in new jobs in 17 years, adding more than 19,000 jobs, almost 4,000 of them in construction.  Unemployment came down to 9.2%, the third consecutive drop.  And the New England Economic Partnership forecasts that Massachusetts will continue to add jobs in the months ahead, laying a foundation for growth that could add 200,000 jobs over the next five years.  People are getting back to work.  People who had doubted if we were ever going to see better tomorrows are beginning to hope again.  It is a powerful feeling starting to take root everywhere around Massachusetts.

This construction season, MassDOT road and bridge projects will support more than 10,000 jobs on 385 separate projects across the Commonwealth.  Our investment in roads and bridges totals more than $1 billion for FY2010, more than double FY2007 spending.  It is giving life to long-neglected infrastructure and giving businesses and citizens new reason to believe in the opportunity of our communities.  In total, we are investing $4 billion to put more than 20,000 people back to work.  And it’s not just roads and bridges.  It is investments in clean energy, the environment, education, life sciences, health care, public safety, information technology as well as transportation.  These are the sectors that give me hope for our future as a Commonwealth and as a community.

But I want to be clear about one thing.  To the people who are out of work and looking for a job, these positive statistics are cold comfort.  For them, we must continue to press for more opportunities.  Until recovery has come to every family and every community, our work is not complete.  

I am honored to be here with the people working on this important project.  Thank you.
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