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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Charter public schools were created by the Education Reform Act of 1993 to provide education choice for parents, expand education opportunity for their children, stimulate the development of innovative programs and promote change in their districts; and 
W

hereas  Since the first charter public school opened in 1995, enrollment has steadily risen and demand has remained strong with more than 24,000 children enrolled and 21,000 on wait lists; and 
W

hereas Charter public schools are providing education opportunity and choice to underserved families across Massachusetts; and 
W

hereas Recent studies have shown that some charter public schools are helping to close the achievement gap between affluent white students and minority students; and 
W

hereas Charter public schools have successfully engaged parents in their children’s education; and 
W

hereas Charter public schools have successfully attracted private support to leverage public education funding; and 
W

hereas Massachusetts’ charter public school approval, oversight and accountability practices are recognized as a national model, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 4th – 10th, 2009, to be
Charter Public Schools Week
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-fourth day of April, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
