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Good evening, and thank you for that warm welcome.  I’m humbled to be here tonight to accept the Excellence in Environmental Advocacy Award.   I want to stress that I accept this award not on my own behalf, or even on my administration’s behalf, but on behalf of the thousands of stakeholders – both in government and outside of it – who have worked so hard for so long on energy issues in Massachusetts.

CSG is one of those groups.  For the past 25 years, you have been leading the way on clean energy issues – even before they had been named as such.  I want to thank you all for your advocacy and attention to this cause.  It’s because of pioneers like you that Massachusetts is in a position to lead the nation toward a clean energy future.  
And leading is exactly what we’re doing.
Indeed, 2008 was a banner year in environmental legislation in Massachusetts that saw the passage of 5 landmark bills – the Green Communities Act, the Global Warming Solutions Act, the Green Jobs Act, the Biofuels Act, and the Oceans Act.  None of this would have been possible without our fabulous partners in the Legislature and Congressional Delegation, several of whom are here tonight.  Steve and CSG played a major role in these legislative achievements, as did many others in this room.  

Because of these and other efforts – like the siting of the nation’s first large-scale wind blade testing facility in Charlestown – Massachusetts is at the forefront of energy reform, and all of us should be incredibly proud.
But, I think we also recognize that our work has just begun.  If this was the Marathon we’d still be out somewhere in Newton.
And that’s why I was so excited when, last week, our Energy Efficiency Advisory Council ratified the most ambitious energy efficiency plan this nation has ever seen.  This joint project between my administration and the Attorney General’s office promises businesses and homeowners $1 billion worth of efficiency investments over the next 3 years.  Ultimately the plan will save enough electricity to power 350,000 homes, realize savings for residents of up to $5 billion, and put the Commonwealth on course to reduce overall energy use by 30 percent by 2020.
And once again, we’re going to need CSG’s help.  I can’t advocate all by myself. 
You need to help us show that we have what it takes to build the most energy efficient economy in the nation.  And once you’ve done that, you need to get the rest of the country to follow our lead.  It’s a tall task.  But looking around this room, I have no doubt that you’re up to it.  And that will be something to celebrate at your next anniversary.  
Again, thank you so much for this award.
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