MEMORANDUM


TO: 		Governor Patrick

FROM: 	Maeve Vallely Bartlett, Secretary
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)

DATE: 	September 22, 2014

RE: 		Patrick Administration’s Energy Agenda – End of Term
	

PURPOSE
This memorandum provides a detailed energy plan for the remainder of your term, referred to as Securing Our Clean Energy Future, and seeks your approval to move forward with the initiative.

BACKGROUND
A lasting legacy of the Patrick Administration is the Commonwealth’s commitment to clean energy.  Over the course of the last seven and half years, the Patrick Administration has strategically invested in policies and programs to unleash our clean energy potential and take control of our energy future.  

As a result, we are number one in energy efficiency, a national leader in adoption of solar power and are poised to be the home for America’s first offshore wind project.  Massachusetts has been ranked first nationally in clean energy policies, and in concentration of clean technology as well as financial and intellectual capital.  This has translated into a robust clean energy economy representing nearly 80,000 workers, nation leading investments and innovation in clean tech, reduced costs to consumers and a reduction in our carbon emissions.

With all of this success, Massachusetts has seen a flattening of its annual energy use and a major shift away from foreign sources of fuel to home grown solutions.  Our energy future, however, is faced with several challenges that require this and future Administrations’ attention.  For the remainder of your term, the energy team seeks to focus its efforts on implementing those clean energy initiatives that will continue our efforts to reduce costs, increase economic activity, ensure system reliability and improve the environment.  The campaign will be referred to as – SECURING OUR CLEAN ENERGY FUTURE.  There are three areas of focus in this initiative as outlined below.

1. ON THE GROUND – Implementation of programs today and building on the success of current programs.  The following programs, grants, and reports can be announced in the next three to four months.

· Community Clean Energy Resiliency Initiative Grants
· Residential Solar Loan Program
· Green Communities Progress Report and Announcement of Green Communities 2.0.
· Leading By Example Progress Report: 25 percent reduction in total emissions from 2012 baseline
· Alternative Transportation Funding Initiatives
· Pathways to Zero Net Energy Buildings Grant Announcement
· American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) State Scorecard Announcement
· Completion of the Marine Commerce Terminal in New Bedford to launch a new offshore wind industry
· Solarize Mass Milestone
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Renewable Thermal: The launch of Renewable Thermal in Alternative Portfolio Standard and incorporation into Mass Save®; launch of several new solicitations for commercial and residential renewable thermal incentives from Mass Clean Energy Center (MassCEC) and the Department of Energy Resources (DOER)
· Implementation of new gas leaks legislation, including results of  a Department of Public Utilities (DPU) study on the issues in Massachusetts.
· State as First Customer of Next Generation Clean Tech 
· Clean Energy and Climate Science Literacy Initiative

2. FOR THIS WINTER – Helping residents and businesses with energy costs this winter. 

· ISO New England Winter Reliability Program 
· Massachusetts Winter Energy Costs Initiative, including the development of increased energy efficiency programs and a resource web page for consumers.
· Including regional communication efforts around energy efficiency.

3. FOR THE FUTURE – Laying out a pathway forward to address our long term energy needs. 

· Low Demand/Needs Study
· Clean Energy Standard
· Avoided Cost of Carbon Compliance with Global Warming Solutions Act
· Work with New England States on Tracking Carbon Intensity for New England Transportation Fuels as the Beginning of Work on a Regional Clean Fuel Standard
· Program Administrator’s Statewide Energy Database
· Grid Modernization
· Time Varying Rates
· Electric Vehicles
· New rules for utilities on service quality and emergency response 
· Beginning the work of the Net Metering/Solar Task Force
· Kinder Morgan
· Public Website with Frequently Asked Questions for the general public
· EEA engagement in the FERC public engagement process
· Bureau of Ocean Management (BOEM) Auction Lease-Sale Notices for the Massachusetts Offshore Wind Planning Area, the largest federal planning area for offshore wind
· Regional Process - Six States Statement
· BOEM Letter against Offshore oil and gas drilling
· Market Rules Review (led the New Hampshire)
· Continued Investments in Innovation: New Federal Matching Awards Program from MassCEC
· Launch of Water Industry Report and new Water Innovation Trust Fund to expand our success with clean energy and grow jobs in the broader clean tech sector

In communicating the Securing Our Clean Energy Future message we recommend the following approach:

I. Governor Patrick and Secretary Bartlett participate in a 
newsworthy energy event and begin to frame the Securing Our Clean Energy Future narrative.

II.	Hold regional events very similar to last year’s “regional state of 
the commonwealth” events that make one or several energy announcements all under the “Securing our Clean Energy Future” theme.  Build time on each of these days to visit the local big paper for editorial boards to really hammer home the message.  Incorporate the Securing our Clean Energy Future theme into all EEA announcements.

III.	Hold a Global Warming Solutions Act Implementation Advisory Committee meeting in late September meeting to discuss major initiatives such as the Clean Energy Standard, Clean Fuel Standard and the Low Demand Scenario (natural gas analysis).

RECOMMENDATION
We have an opportunity to highlight the tremendous progress of your Administration and to solidify these clean energy efforts beyond 2014, and it is my recommendation that we move forward with the actions outlined in this memorandum.
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