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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas As America’s storyteller, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow helped to create America’s national identity through his portrayals of historic events and characters, including “Paul Revere’s Ride,” “Hiawatha,” “Evangeline,” and “The Courtship of Miles Standish”; and 
W

hereas As the poet of the people, Longfellow was the most widely read poet in the English-speaking world for more than 100 years, memorized by citizens from all walks of life. Generations of children learned to enjoy poetry through Longfellow’s carefully composed verse; and 
W

hereas As a citizen of the world, Longfellow, a professor of modern languages at Bowdoin and Harvard, introduced Americans to the literature of the world, producing the first American translation of Dante’s Divine Comedy. Longfellow is the only American poet memorialized by a bust in Poet’s Corner in London’s Westminster Abbey; and 
W

hereas As a multiculturalist, Longfellow championed multiculturalism before the term was invented, writing sympathetically about ethnic and religious minorities and combining stories and forms from many literary traditions; and 
W

hereas This year marks the 200th birthday of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, an author of lasting influence and Massachusetts resident,  
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 27th, 2007, to be
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fourteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

