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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in the United States of America, and the third leading cause of cancer deaths in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. It is an equal killer of men and women and over 90 percent preventable with early and proper screening; and
W

hereas The most common symptoms are often no symptoms at all; however, some symptoms include rectal bleeding, blood in the stool or change in bowel habits, abdominal mass or pain, fatigue, or weight loss; and 
W

hereas Age is a major risk factor, with more than 90 percent of colorectal cancer found in people aged 50 or over. If everybody aged 50 or older had regular screening tests, as many as 60 percent of deaths from colorectal cancer could be prevented; and
W

hereas The Department of Health and Human Services and its public health programs educate the public on the benefits of screening in order to decrease cancer mortality and cancer disparities in Massachusetts; and
W

hereas We encourage the development and dissemination of information and programs focused on prevention, early screening and detection, and aggressive therapeutic intervention; and
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaims the month of April 2009 to be,
The Susan Cohan Colon Cancer Foundation (Susie’s Cause) Colorectal Cancer Screening Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this third day of April, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
