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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Activist, pacifist and driving force behind the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was born on January 15th eighty-five years ago in Atlanta, Georgia; and 
W

hereas As the pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, King led the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955, opposing the city’s policy of racial segregation on its public transit.  The boycott lasted 381 days and resulted in a Supreme Court decision outlawing racial segregation on all public transport; and 
W

hereas On August 28th, 1963, Dr. King gave his stirring “I Have a Dream” speech at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.  Hailed as the defining moment of the Civil Rights Movement, King shared his vision of the future, “I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 'We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal;” and 

W

hereas Giving momentum to the movement, his work led to the passage and ratification of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965; and 
W

hereas An advocate for nonviolent protest, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. dedicated his life working with dignity and courage towards equality for all people.  Dr. King’s message of hope, equality and peace lives on and continues to inspire people throughout the world; and 
W

hereas The Commonwealth encourages all of its citizens to pursue a path of  non-violence and tolerance and to celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and all that he was able to accomplish,  
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim January 20th, 2014, to be
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this ninth day of January, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth      
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
