DRAFT

Governor Deval L. Patrick

Massachusetts Council on Human Service Providers Annual Meeting

Copley Marriott Place Hotel, Boston, MA

Thursday, October 29, 2009

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (TBD)

Good morning and thank you all for coming.  I know we are gathering in anxious times, and I want to say a little bit more about our realities in just a little bit.  But first, I just want to thank you.

Thank you for the work you do.  All of you here, professional human service providers, all of you have answered a call that you hear in your hearts.  Yours is an example of humanity, of compassion and kindness that inspires me and the countless families you help.  Whether you teach a child to look up instead of down or secure the dignity of housing for a family down on their luck, your work matters.  When you help a recovering addict make it through one more day sober, you bring us new hope.  By building a nutrition program for single mothers and their children, you shed light into the darkness.  And you strengthen our communities when you help people with disabilities get the skills they need to be successful in the workplace or simply give a family or an individual a reason to smile in the face of a challenge.  My respect for your work is limitless.  I appreciate the example you set because it is an example rooted in citizenship.

And right now, with so many challenges in our path, we need your active citizenship to go forward.  Make no mistake:  we are going forward.  Here in Massachusetts, even during the most trying times, we always have.  We will need to tap that spirit again in the months ahead.       

          Since I have been in office, we have worked with you, government officials, advocates, consumers, non-profits and working families across the Commonwealth to solve an $8 billion budget problem in Massachusetts.  Unfortunately, as you know, we have identified a shortfall of $600 million for the current fiscal year.  I have been working to spread the pain and share the sacrifice as much as we can.

But this isn’t simply an accounting problem.  I can do the math.  What makes it difficult is there is a face or a family behind every line item in our budget.  I think there is a misconception among some people that this is an “either/or” choice.  In reality, it is an “and/and” choice:  we need to cut and save.  We need furloughs and reduced services.  We need consolidation and reform.        

The other day, I was in Haverhill and someone said to me that the cane I’ve been using as I recuperate from hip surgery looks on TV like a magic wand.  But it’s not a magic wand.  I wish I had a magic wand; I don’t.  We have some serious challenges we’re facing.  And I want to you to know that when I’m looking at budget decisions, I’m not just looking at numbers, I see you.  I see the issues, I see the challenges, I see the hardship, I see the hope, I see the programs, the employment opportunities, the willingness to contribute and to sacrifice to hold it together; I see you.  But I want you to also understand that I must at the same time also see the kids in the public schools, and the need for roads and bridge repairs.  It’s not very glamorous, but my job is to see all of that, and that’s the balance I’m trying to strike right now.  

But I also want to challenge you a little bit, too.  My mailbox is full of suggestions of what not to cut.  My phone lines are full of comments about what to preserve.  Emails to my office have identified the ramifications of cuts to myriad programs.  I welcome them all because that is what civic life should be like in a democracy.  But we can also take the next step together.  That means continuing to reach for solutions and look for them together.  

So if you have ideas about different ways to think about our challenges, savings that we have to find -- not just in the line items that you care about, but in the budget generally--share them with us.  Secretary Bigby and her team will continue to work with you and manage through these difficult times.  If you have other ideas about grant programs and other applications we ought to be making in Washington we are totally open to that.   We want to hear them and we want to work with you to implement those solutions.  You may have dealt with governors in the past who just don’t care about homelessness, substance abuse programs, developmental disabilities services and your needs and your lives.  That’s not who you are dealing with.  But I have a responsibility which I cannot avoid, and I am looking to you and others to help me meet that responsibility.  

On Tuesday, we hosted an economic summit to make sure we are exploiting every strategy we can to help us recover as quickly as possible.  Next month, we will host a human services summit to make sure that you and the people you care for have the same chance at recovery as the entrepreneur or the small business owner or the banker.  You are vital to this Commonwealth and I look forward to hearing your ideas there and on the road ahead.  Thank you for being here today and for all you do for Massachusetts.

    

