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Good afternoon.  I am happy to join you to announce that we are designating 35 cities and towns from across Massachusetts as Green Communities.  In its simplest form, this means that these municipalities are eligible for $8.1 million in grants for local renewable power and energy efficiency projects that will advance our clean energy goals.  But on a broader scale, it is proof that we are moving closer to a Commonwealth that is more environmentally-friendly, with a reduced carbon footprint and an ever-expanding number of green job opportunities. 


These communities will lead the way by modernizing zoning laws and expediting the permitting process at the local level.  From Lenox to Salem, they will transfer to a more fuel efficient vehicle fleet.  And these cities and towns have adopted requirements to reduce energy costs over the building’s lifespan in residential and commercial new construction.  

I particularly want to highlight the opportunities right here in Hopkinton.  Hopkinton provided a model Energy Reduction Plan for reducing its energy consumption by 20% in 5 years.  Already, the town has incorporated higher roof insulation in the new Center School project, where they also installed a new high-efficiency boiler and hot water heater.  They did insulation roof repairs at the Middle School and incorporated insulated wall panels as value-engineered solution to the Middle School wall repairs.  

The town has entered into a long-term purchase agreement with Boston Community Capital, who installed 1,800 solar panels at the high school, the middle school, the police and fire stations.  The 325-kilowatt system is expected to provide about 10-15 percent of the energy needs of Hopkinton Municipal buildings.  Hopkinton is the first town in Massachusetts to install solar panels on multiple municipal buildings.
In January, the Town of Hopkinton approved funding for a new Town Engineer/facilities coordinator.  The coordinator will manage the implementation and monitoring of the energy reduction plan.  Additionally, the facilities coordinator will continue to develop the Capital Asset Management Plan (CAMP) and work towards gaining Energy Star and LEED certification for municipal buildings.

In total, these are investments in our environment, but also in our economy.  We need people to install those boilers and insulation.  We need to build the solar panels right here in Massachusetts.  Working together, we can improve the quality of life on our streets, lower municipal expenses and provide new professional opportunities as we move towards the green economy that is taking root all around us.  I congratulate the 35 Green Communities today and look forward to spreading their wisdom throughout the rest of Massachusetts on the road ahead.  Thank you.
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