CORRESPONDENCE TRANSMITTAL SHEET
(To be reviewed or signed by Governor Patrick)
Today’s Date: 
August 20, 2014
From: 
Secretary Bartlett, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
Vetted by:

Victoria Maguire, Director of Policy
Re:
BOEM’s Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program
Deadline:
August 21, 2014
Return to:
Victoria Maguire
Comments:   
After issuing an early notification letter to you in April, and a letter directly from Department of the Interior (DOI) Secretary Sally Jewell in June, the US Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) has recently issued a Request for Information and Comments on the Preparation of the 2017–2022 Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program.  BOEM’s  “Five Year Program” is the official plan and schedule for offshore leasing, sales, and development for oil and gas drilling on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS).  The current Five Year Program will expire on August 26, 2017 and BOEM is developing a new Five Year Program to succeed the current one and cover the period July 2017 to June 2022.  The North Atlantic region—which includes federal waters off Massachusetts in the Gulf of Maine and off southern New England—was not included in BOEM’s current Five Year Program.  With the previous Presidential Moratorium on oil and gas development for the North Atlantic rescinded in 2008 (under President Bush), the potential inclusion of this region in the Five Year Program will dictate whether oil and gas development will occur.  The Request for Information and Comments is a vehicle that BOEM uses to solicit both general comments and specific information with regard to prospective oil and gas leasing and development in a specific region.  This approach is similar to what BOEM did for offshore wind off Massachusetts in 2010.  BOEM has an initial deadline of July 31, 2014 which they formally extended to August 15.
Given a multitude of factors, including—but certainly not limited to—the commitment to and progress of the Commonwealth’s Clean Energy Economy; the significance of the area (North Atlantic and OCS offshore Massachusetts) to commercial fisheries, marine habitat, and marine shipping and commerce; and important work underway on the responsible development of offshore wind, we recommend that the Commonwealth strongly oppose oil and gas exploration and development in the North Atlantic region. A letter explaining Massachusetts’ reasons for requesting to not be included in the new Five Year Program is attached for your review and signature. 
