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Thank you, Dr. Yamanaka, and to the International Society for Stem Cell Research for inviting me here today.  

Welcome to Massachusetts.  You are in the right place at the right time. 

Since the beginning, I have governed with the belief that life sciences should be guided by science and not ideological politics. 

When I came to office in 2007, legislation had been passed two years prior that removed barriers from stem cell research. 

Massachusetts was already making a significant mark in the life sciences industry, but I knew that we could not rest on our laurels.  

Our competitor states and nations were investing billions of dollars to attract researchers, institutions and industries. 

So in 2007 I proposed an ambitious Life Sciences Initiative with the vision to strengthen the Commonwealth’s leadership in life sciences and biotech research, create good jobs at good wages, and bring more innovation and cures from lab bench to bedside.  It was about choosing to shape our future, rather than just leaving it to chance.

Thanks to the work of the Life Sciences Center, so ably led by Dr. Susan Windham-Bannister, and to our partnership with the legislature and the business community, Massachusetts is now the world's leading life sciences supercluster.

This past March, the Boston Foundation, along with some of the state’s top economists released a report evaluating our life sciences strategy in its first five years.  It concluded that our investment of $350 million of public funds had generated well over a billion dollars of private investment and thousands of jobs.

We have overtaken all of our competitor states in the rate of job growth in the life sciences, even during a global economic crisis.

In just five years’ time Massachusetts has gone from being a leader in the life sciences to being the recognized global leader in the field.

The jobs being created in the life sciences are not just for scientists and PhDs.  As these companies grow they need people with a variety of skills in manufacturing, IT, sales & marketing and other fields.   These jobs need graduates of our vocational/technical schools and our community colleges.

Every month we are welcoming new companies from all over the world that want to do business in Massachusetts.

Why? Because we have a strategy to invest in education, in innovation and in infrastructure, and we have been disciplined about sticking with it.


With each investment we make we catalyze private investment and strengthen our life sciences industry across the entire Commonwealth. 

Everyone in this room understands that we cannot leave our future to chance.  That’s what our life sciences strategy is about.  Investing now to create a better Commonwealth for the next generation.  I have believed from the beginning that we must govern for the next generation, not just the next news cycle or election cycle. 

Here in Massachusetts, we will continue our commitment to stay on the forefront of science.  Thank you all for the important work that you do to foster the development of such a promising field, and for choosing Massachusetts to host this year’s annual meeting. 
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