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· Thank you for inviting me to speak with you today.  It has to be the very rare candidate for a speaking engagement that is going to feel so comfortable in the midst of so many lawyers, and I am happy to oblige.

· I want to first applaud your commitment to public service, both in your day to day work, and in the kinds of long term change and progress you have worked for.  I know that this organization was instrumental in advocating for the management reforms and resources for improving the operations of both the Chief Medical Examiner's office and the Massachusetts State Police Crime Lab.  
· Your tireless efforts, along with the leadership of former Senate President Travaglini, established the position of Undersecretary of Forensic Sciences, created transparency within the budget for State Police Crime Lab, and secured significant additional resources for these two important agencies.   

· I thank you for your efforts and leadership.  I also want to say that while significant progress has been made, challenges still remain, and we need you as partners in meeting those challenges and overcoming them. 

· As many of you know, in my previous lives I spent time working in both public law and private practice.  
· In the course of the years since I left law school, I have had the great fortune to practice all kinds of law: I’ve practiced civil rights and corporate law; I’ve represented big corporations and working families; I’ve defended people on death row, and I’ve been a criminal prosecutor; I’ve led a large legal staff in the Justice Department and two of the largest companies in the world. I’ve been in the Oval Office and had the President of the United States ask me, “What do you think we should do?”  I even helped to write the anti-discrimination laws for the new government of South Africa. And now I am seeking to help make law and to enforce it fairly and even-handedly as Governor.  These are heady things for a kid from the South Side of Chicago.

· I came to office—about 82 days ago—with a vision for a different, more vibrant, prosperous and inclusive Massachusetts, a Commonwealth based on the values of shared responsibility, investment in our future, fairness and balance. 
· As District Attorneys, and members of the government, much of that vision rests in your hands.  Because you have undertaken to engage in public service, you are an active part of what people will decide about their government, and, often, the test case by which they will determine if we – or I – am worth any good at all.  It’s a considerable responsibility, but also a remarkable opportunity.

· I look forward to your partnership in making the best of that opportunity. I want your help to build the kinds of connections between the people and their government that we will need for a stronger Commonwealth.  Thank you again for your good work.  

