DRAFT
Governor Deval L. Patrick

Anti-Crime Council Press Avail 

State House, Boston, MA
Thursday, November 20, 2008
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (TBD)

Good morning.  I want to thank AG Coakley, DA Blodgett, and all sub-committee members for their commitment to addressing some of our greatest public safety challenges in Massachusetts.  Their leadership not just today but every day in our Commonwealth is an asset to our collective efforts to face some very serious issues and I am grateful for their work and their partnership.

          While we all acknowledge that we live in uncertain and anxious economic times, I believe it is a mistake to hunker down and instead think it is imperative that we keep governing and that we keep going.  That is why, when we announced our budget shortfall last month and made the necessary cuts to bring the budget into balance, we did everything we could to preserve funding for public safety.  That means funding for Shannon Grants, the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act, jobs programs for our youth around Massachusetts, and keeping the Youth Violence Prevention Program and the Violence Intervention Advocacy Program in tact.  These are important programs that share the fundamental goal of keeping our communities safe and laying a foundation of safety for years to come.

        I look forward to continuing to work with the AG and DA and all members of the Anti-Crime Council as we review these findings and find the best ways we can partner with our community leaders and law enforcement officers to make Massachusetts safer.  Thank you.
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