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Mesdames, messieurs, mes amis français et américains, je vous souhaite tous une joyeuse fête nationale française.  L’histoire de nos deux pays date du début de ces Etats-Unis et c’est un honneur de vous joindre pour célébrer les idéals que nous partageons, notamment les idées de liberté, égalité, et, bien sur, fraternité.  

Indeed, today is a great day to celebrate the rich bonds that we share.  For over 200 years, our two great nations have looked to each other for inspiration, culture, and protection.  As an American, I know that this country is forever grateful for the assistance the French gave a band of audacious 18th century visionaries intent on creating a world where what we share in common can forever triumph over that which sets us apart.  Now, in the 21st century, we continue to build on those early bonds and work together in partnership to share our core civic ideals of equality, opportunity and fair play with the rest of the world.
That spirit of partnership is perhaps best demonstrated by the five World War II heroes here today.  Wearing the uniform of the United States, these men showed courage and honor on the beaches of Normandy on D Day to help our French brothers and sisters defeat a great evil.  This evening, the French government has chosen to bestow that country’s highest civilian and military honor on these five sons of Massachusetts.  That, ladies and gentlemen, is brotherhood.  That is friendship.  I applaud these brave soldiers and thank the great people of France for this singular honor.  


It would be impossible to list all the ways France has enriched and improved our world today.  The French have continually pushed the boundaries of all forms of art and culture, forcing us all to think more broadly than we are perhaps comfortable doing.  From street demonstrations to substantive national debate and active citizen voting, you set a standard for participation in your civic life that others can only imitate.  Your democratic ideals will continue to inspire people from around the world for generations to come.  And, as an amateur gourmand, I can safely say that you bring the finest textures, tastes and temptations to the human palate.  I, for one, am grateful for all these contributions that France has made to our world, and, judging from the phenomenal volume of American tourists who visit Paris, the Alps, Provence and the Loire Valley each year, so are most Americans.
This date, July 14, is internationally recognized as a date when the cry for freedom broke the chains of oppression.  As we celebrate this victory, let us pledge to continue to strive for harmony between our nations, camaraderie between our people and liberty for all those who do not yet know it.  Thank you.  
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