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Good afternoon.  This is a great day for this neighborhood.  When the bottom fell out of the economy and the funding for projects like this dried up, this lot was locked up.  Instead of building a place where dreams and hopes could prosper, weeds were invading.  It was a sign of the times, tangible proof that we were mired in difficult times.  

Along with it came a sense of powerlessness.  But we did not succumb to that feeling.  Instead, we kept pressing forward, determined that better times were ahead for this project and this community.  And he we are, breaking ground on a four story multi-use project, complete with retail and nonprofit office space and 30 units of affordable housing.  And all of it is right next to public transportation.  This is what growth and opportunity look like in the 21st century.  We get a vital link between Jackson Square and Hyde Square.  We help the people of our community transition from homelessness.  We help working families get new, affordable housing so they can keep looking up and out, writing the next chapter of the American Story.  
And of course we kick start our economy by putting people back to work.  We need people swinging hammers, putting up drywall, pouring cement and framing doors.  Those workers are the face of our recovery in Massachusetts and beyond.  They are the catalyst for renewed optimism for them and their families.  And we should celebrate the ripple effect they have throughout the neighborhood.  

This is just one project in a series.  In all, we are using the $45.5 million in federal recovery funds announced last summer to jump start eight affordable housing developments throughout Massachusetts. And that's just the beginning. We have also awarded more than $103 million in tax credit exchange funds from the US Treasury to get 18 other stalled tax credit projects back on track. And will be awarding even more HUD's tax credit assistance funds in the near future. 

I want to especially thank our partners in Washington for their help in delivering the federal recovery funds for this project.  Congressman Capuano has been a great advocate for the district and the Commonwealth, bringing the resources back to Massachusetts so we can recovery as fast as possible.  I want to acknowledge Mayor Menino for his leadership and commitment to the Jamaica Plain neighborhood.  And I am grateful to the local legislators who have helped make this project possible.  
Thank you.
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