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Whereas, the 28th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment was recruited in Boston during the fall of 1861, mustered into the federal service at Cambridge on December 13 of that year, and received its initial training under the command of Col. William Monteith at Camp Cameron on the Cambridge/Somerville line through early 1862; and
Whereas, a majority of the soldiers who volunteered for service in the ranks of the 28th Massachusetts and most of the officers who led them were men of Irish birth or heritage and their unit carried a distinctive green regimental flag in place of its state colors, was known for its Gaelic war cry of “Faugh a Ballagh” (Clear the Way) and, under the command of Col. Richard Byrnes for most of the Civil War, served as the Fourth Regiment of the legendary Irish Brigade; and

Whereas, after receiving its baptism by fire at the Battle of Secessionville, South Carolina, in June 1862, the 28th Massachusetts saw action in most of the Civil War’s major eastern theatre engagements – Second Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the Overland Campaign, and the siege of Petersburg – was present for Lee’s surrender to Grant at Appomattox Courthouse, marched in the Grand Review through Washington, D.C., marking the end of the war, and was mustered out of the service at Readville in June 1865; and

Whereas, roughly one-quarter of the 1,746 men who served in the 28th Massachusetts unit were killed, died of wounds or disease, were taken prisoner or reported missing, ranking the unit seventh in total losses among all regiments in the Union Army; and

Whereas, the recreated 28th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Co. H – a 501(c)(3) non-profit Civil War living history organization that was founded in 1984, is based in Attleboro, and has more than 75 members from all six New England states – today honors the service and sacrifices of the Irish volunteers who served in the original regiment…
Requested date of recognition: December 13, 2011

Requested name of day: 28th Massachusetts Irish Volunteers Day

Web link for additional information: http://www.28thmass.org 
