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Good afternoon and thank you for being here.  Today marks the one year anniversary of the America Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  So far, thanks to the help of Congressman Markey and his colleagues in Washington, it has helped over 25,000 Massachusetts citizens keep or get a job.  From teachers to firefighters, police officers and construction workers, the stimulus funds are putting people back to work right here in Massachusetts, the first step towards real economic recovery.

But ARRA is about much more than just weathering this economic downturn.  It is also about seizing new opportunities to invest in the innovation economy of the future so we can keep moving forward.  It is about the technologies and sectors that will be a springboard for Massachusetts national and global leadership.  Investing in clean energy is a perfect example.  

In total, we are using $122 million of Recovery Act funds to weatherize nearly 17,000 homes of low-income residents over the next three years.  That sends a powerful message into communities, proof that energy programs are for everyone and that they hold potential to improve all our economic as well as environmental prospects.   

We are using federal stimulus funds to extend and enhance our successful Commonwealth Solar rebate program, which is on its way to increasing the amount of installed solar power 20 times over what was in place when in took office, over just four years. 

We have recently launched the nation’s most ambitious program of energy efficiency investments for homes and businesses through our electric and natural gas utilities -- $2 billion of investment over the next three years, resulting in $6 billion of savings in energy costs. 

And through the new Green Communities Division of the Dept. of Energy Resources, we are already helping cities and towns take stock of their energy usage, get ready to make their communities greener and more energy efficient, and qualify for grants that will be available to make their clean energy dreams possible. 

Here in Melrose, we have a $150,000 Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grants to install a 19 Kw solar PV system, saving the town an estimated $2,313 annually in energy savings while reducing CO2 emissions by approximately 21,084 lbs.  This is the recovery we can build together.  This is workers on ladders, drilling the panels to the roof of this school, honing the skills of a clean energy marketplace.  And here is a community facing its economic challenges by focusing on tomorrow’s potential, not yesterday’s pitfalls.  

And we are working to bring this recovery to communities all across the Commonwealth.  From a boiler replacement in Belchertown to solar panels at the Wellfleet Fire Station, ARRA is driving an unprecedented investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy programs that will save money for businesses and consumers, help us towards energy independence, and, most importantly, create jobs for Massachusetts residents.  

In total, these Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant awards will help 97 communities go green and reduce their energy costs.  In addition to solar projects, towns will upgrade insulation and heating systems in municipal buildings because sometimes the best energy decision we can make is to simply insulate and weatherize existing systems.  35 municipalities will get technical assistance to help them plan their own energy investments.   A total of 111 communities will benefit from this program.  Massachusetts is among the first states to make these important grants.  
Over the months and years ahead, we will witness an exhilarating transformation as our cities and towns migrate from the fossil fuel era to a vibrant green energy future.  I look forward to working together on that.  
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