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Thank you very much.  

Members of the Board; Members of the Faculty and Administration; Distinguished Guests; Students and Alumni; And, most importantly, Madame President,

I am honored to join all of you on this very special occasion, and happy to be here to celebrate a new chapter in the history of this storied institution.  This is a special honor for me personally, because of the extraordinary role Harvard has played in my own life.  

As a graduate of the college and the law school, this place has been a part of the educational opportunities that transformed my life.  It made possible my improbable journey from a two-room tenement on the south side of Chicago to the highest levels of business and government to the high honor of serving this Commonwealth today.  There are stories like mine throughout the history of this campus.

I still remember when I received my acceptance letter in the mail.  I called home and got my grandmother on the phone.  I told her, “Gram, I’m going to college next year, I’m going to Harvard.”  And she carried on, and was so excited and just made all kinds of noise.  Then she paused and said, “Now, where is that, anyway.”

Turns out, she understood that milestone better than I did.  Because what she was excited about was not the prestige, it was the opportunity.  That’s what mattered. That’s what lasts.

Today, as governor of Massachusetts, I feel proud and, frankly, blessed to have the extraordinary resources of this institution right in my own back yard.

In my short time in office, I have already seen Harvard’s commitment to this Commonwealth.  As when its leadership offered the world’s largest collection of stem cell lines, free of charge or royalty rights, to our Massachusetts Life Sciences Initiative.  That not only provides an economic boost to our state, but significantly advances the prospects for research and healing around the world.

Or in the voluntary commitment to a 50 percent reduction in greenhouse gases for its Science Complex in Allston.  That is the first instance of that happening for any major real estate development anywhere in the nation.  And they did it voluntarily.

That is the kind of leadership that we count on from this place.  The kind of leadership that will allow the President to fulfill her goal of defining the character of the 21st century university.

Across the world, educators, students and administrators look to this school as the pinnacle of educational excellence in the modern world.  Today we show them yet another step forward, with the long-overdue inauguration of Harvard’s first female President. 

I’m happy to be with you today at this very special moment in the history of this institution, and to know that we move forward in very good hands.    
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