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Thank you all for coming this afternoon.  I think the most fun is to have some conversation and not just have me talk at you, and to take some questions and get some ideas.  I just wanted to give you a couple of thoughts and observations to set the table.

 
It will be 40 years this September when I first came from Chicago on a scholarship to go to a boarding school near Boston.   And I remember how it felt like I had landed on a different planet.  It was such a different environment for me, at school in particular in a socio-economic way, but also just moving around Boston, which is where I spent most of my time.  The idea of going to a Red Sox game was really outside the consideration of most young black people whom I knew.  It was really uncomfortable to be around Harvard Square. 

There were a lot of young people there at universities and colleges, which is great, but there was not a whole lot of mixing of folks from different campuses at that time.  It wasn’t like here, where Smith students take an astronomy class at UMass and an Amherst College student can enroll in an economics course at Mt. Holyoke. And there were a handful of large, prosperous, deeply inward-looking economic institutions, banks, insurance companies and so on, that just didn’t have a whole lot of people like me in them.  
You are here at a very challenging economic moment in the Commonwealth, but also at a time of extraordinarily exciting change.  There is a whole lot happening, a whole lot of new people involved in commerce, in politics, in community organizing, in civic and civil engagement.  We’ve come a long way.  
Every family, every individual, and every business has been hit, and in some cases, hit hard by this economic downturn.  Those who have jobs are happy to have them obviously, and those who don’t are struggling.  Many of those who have jobs are worried that they might soon lose theirs.  But even in the midst of all this, there are early signs that things are beginning to turn here in the Commonwealth.  

The IT and life sciences, and clean energy and clean tech industries are coming on strong – industries that we’ve focused on, by the way, in this Administration and in this time that are setting the building blocks for tomorrow.  

And when I say IT by the way, it’s very different IT than your father’s IT.  It’s video-gaming companies.  We are the 3rd or 4th largest center for video-gaming in the country.  Did you know that Guitar Hero is a Massachusetts product?  Who knew that by the way?  Not enough of you.  There are 200 or 300 mobile telecommunications companies.  Robotics is an IT centerpiece these days and coming on strong.  It’s everything from those little iRumba things that vacuum people’s homes to robots that are used by the military to identify explosive devices in Afghanistan and Iraq.  A123, a company in Watertown, is developing the batteries for the next generation of hybrid and fully-electric cars and for electric storage for the Smart Grid and so forth.  They just had an initial public offering.  If you’re interested in finance, it’s a very important thing.  And it was the 6th most successful public offering in the country this year. 

I mention this for a few reasons: 1) these are the industries we’ve been concentrating on and the ones that are leading MA out of this recession faster and stronger than most of the rest of the U.S. and; 2) because it’s young people who are fueling that innovation, who are creating those opportunities.  And you are doing it all across Massachusetts, and we want to partner with you.  Behind me you can see the It’s All Here website.  Go to it.  Learn how our Housing and Economic Development team is working to give you every chance at success.     
Because we’re doing a lot.  The Pioneer Valley Health Careers Opportunity Program (PV-HCOP) connects young people to careers in emergency medicine, nursing, allied health, respiratory therapy and health administration.    

In science and math, we keep setting the standard.  On the recently published results on NAEPs, the nation’s report card, Massachusetts 4th and 8th graders ranked first in math.  We just formed a committee to improve Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics, or STEM, education all around the Commonwealth.  Here at UMass and in Western Massachusetts, there are already great things happening in tomorrow’s economy.  I just came from the Integrated Science Building, where today’s students and faculty are unlocking the doors of discovery.  And this afternoon I am headed to Holyoke to take the next step towards a new high performance computing center.  One young entrepreneur, Brendan Ciecko from Ten Minute Media, will be there to launch a new website focused on the opportunities for innovation in Holyoke.  There are dozens of software, communications along the I-91 Knowledge Corridor.  Life sciences research is happening here on campus and at hospitals in Springfield.  

That field is the perfect example of what we are trying to do in Massachusetts.  When companies say that rents are getting too high in Cambridge and they are thinking about moving to North Carolina or Ohio or somewhere else, I say, what about Springfield or Amherst or Pittsfield or Worcester?  That is how we can bring new opportunity to these regions that need the new growth while keeping Massachusetts in a leadership role in the economy of tomorrow.
We are laying broadband cable along I-91 and working as quickly as we can to bring high speed internet to every corner of every community across the state.  We can preserve all that is wonderful about this part of the state while also expanding opportunity and ensuring that everyone here can operate at the speed of the 21st century economy.
Who here wants to make some money?  Literally.  Because Crane Paper Company, a Massachusetts company based in Dalton, about an hour away, is the sole provider of paper for the manufacture of currency to the Untied States Government.  

There are opportunities for you right here, and I want you to seize them.  I want to make absolutely clear that we need you here, we need you to be a part of that, we need you to be a part of refreshing our democracy and our political and civic life.  We need you to be engaged.  There are new people in the political process from different perspectives and that’s a good thing.  That has enabled, by large measures, new people with fresh perspectives, to get involved and to connect to this community and this Commonwealth.  

We want you here.  We want your ideas.  We want to make this community, not just in Amherst but across the commonwealth, work for you because we know that you can work for us.  I’m glad to be with you all.  Thank you very much.  
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