Talking Points:

· Governor Patrick why didn’t you support a proclamation to establish April 25th as Parental Alienation Awareness day?
· First of all, let me make sure that everyone understands what we are talking about.  As Governor, I have the authority to declare a period of time (a day or a week) in recognition of a cause or in honor of deceased individual/individuals.  For example, I proclaimed May 28th Memorial Day for the state of Massachusetts.  

· My office receives hundreds of these requests.  In some instances, I believe that an issue should move through the legislative process and be subjected to greater public debate before I make a definitive unilateral decision.  

· Shared parenting is the concept that Massachusetts law should be changed to ensure that shared parenting time or joint custody is the legal standard in cases where neither parent is deemed “unfit.”  This is a very complicated deliberation, and emotions on both sides of the issue run very high, and for good reason. 

· Some fear that this law will create a “one size fits all” approach.  Domestic violence advocates are fearful of the impact on victims.  Therefore, I believe that both sides should have the opportunity to make their case.  And the best way I see to do that is through the legislative process. 

· I have issued support for the idea behind this law, because I think this is a fundamental question of people coming before their law as equals. I also support the concept of finding creative solutions to maximize the genuine involvement of both parents in a child’s life.  
· But whatever legislation is put on my desk absolutely must address the myriad concerns here.  We must assure beyond any question the physical and emotional security of the children involved.  Until both sides have had the opportunity to draft a law that includes those essential safeguards, I think it would be premature to offer any official proclamations.   

