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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Reach Out and Read is a nationwide pediatric literacy program that provides free books to children ages six months to five years old at their regular check-ups; and 
W

hereas Proclaimed a Bookend City by Reach Out and Read, Fall River is the first major Massachusetts city to have 100% of their local pediatric practices participate in the program; and 
W

hereas Massachusetts has one of the highest percentages of participants in the country; and 
W

Hereas According to Reach Out and Read, studies have indicated that parents who get books from their doctors and nurses are more likely to read to their young children, read to them more often and provide more books in the home; and 
W

hereas On behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, we congratulate the City of Fall River for their dedication to promoting childhood literacy and hope others throughout the state will be encouraged to make books part of a healthy childhood,  
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 15th, 2008, to be
Fall River Bookend City Day  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fourteenth day of February, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
