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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas The 5307th Composite Unit, code named “Galahad,” was founded in 1943 to serve as a “long-range penetration mission” that demanded the bravest of soldiers; and 
W

hereas Over 3,000 servicemen volunteered for the Marauders and they proudly carried their regimental colors: red, white, blue, green, orange and khaki; and 
W

hereas The group was named Merrill’s Marauders after then Brigadier General Frank Merrill, who was born in Hopkinton, Massachusetts; and 
W

hereas The members of Merrill’s Marauders were without reinforcements or artillery as they marched through 1,000 miles of jungle behind enemy lines into Burma; and
W

hereas The Marauders were consistently outnumbered in 35 battles and skirmishes, but they bravely fought to preserve the success of the mission; and
W

hereas The Marauders were successful in disrupting the enemies supply and communication lines to ensure victory; and 
W

hereas The regiment received the Distinguished Unit Citation, and every single member of the regiment received the Bronze Star; and
W

hereas The 75th Special Forces Ranger Regiment today proudly traces their history back to the 5307th Composite Unit; and 
W

hereas The Commonwealth recognizes the role that Merrill’s Marauders played in helping the Allies achieve victory in World War II and commends them for their sacrifice and bravery, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 10th, 2014, to be, 
 Merrill’s Marauders Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-ninth day of July, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
