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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas In 1962, Jamaica declared its independence and assumed the responsibilities of international representation, foreign policy and trade, and the protection of Jamaicans abroad; and
W

hereas During the years prior to its official independence from Great Britain, Jamaica achieved self-rule without violence and bloodshed; and
W

hereas By popular ballot, Jamaicans elected representatives who created a constitution mindful of fundamental human rights and dignity; and 
W

hereas Our vibrant Jamaican American community has contributed tremendously to the vitality of the Commonwealth by enriching the lives of its citizens; and
W

hereas From August 1st to 10th, individuals throughout the Bay State will observe the 46th anniversary of Jamaica’s Independence with the Jamaican Independence Arts Festival, a celebration of Jamaican culture, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 6th, 2008, to be,
Jamaican Independence Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, thirtieth day of July, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
