Recognition Request 

Proclamations
Proclamations are used as educational tools. They are issued by the Governor to build awareness on a wide array of topics and recognize days, weeks and months, but not years. Requests are reviewed on a case-by-case basis and are issued at the Governor's discretion. The only exceptions to this are proclamations which have been signed into law (Pearl Harbor Day, Flag Day, American History month). A full list of these can be found in Section 12A- Section 15RRRRR of Part I, Title II, Chapter VI of the Massachusetts General Laws. 

The Governor's Office reserves the right to edit all draft language. These documents are strictly ceremonial and not legally binding. Examples of Proclamations are:

1. Proclamations recognizing Massachusetts History
a. Day recognizing the anniversary of a town’s 100th, 275th etc. incorporation. 
b. Day recognizing a historical figure (Deborah Sampson Day, John Adams day, Jack Kerouac Day) 
2. Proclamation recognizing public health/public safety issues
a. Proclamations used to raise awareness of a disease (Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Muscular Dystrophy Month or Gastroschisis Awareness Day) 
b. Public Safety Proclamations (Air Force Week, Building Safety Month, Emergency Preparedness Month, Hurricane Awareness Month) 
3. Other 
a. Cultural Heritage Proclamations (Jamaican Independence Day, German American Heritage Day, Hindu Heritage Day) 
b. Environmental Proclamations (Forest Pest Awareness Month, Brownfields Month, Whale Awareness Day) 
c. Arts Proclamations (Poetry Awareness Month, Square Dancing Heritage Day)
d. Holiday Proclamations (Thanksgiving, Memorial Day, Juneteenth Day, Chanukah) 
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