GOVERNOR PATRICK INVESTS IN THE GREATER BOSTON AREA TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the area and residents of the greater Boston area in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.  
· The Chelsea Street Bridge project will replace the 73-year old, historic but structurally-deficient vertical drawbridge owned by the City of Boston spanning the Chelsea River and connecting East Boston and Chelsea. The $125 million, three-year project will create or maintain more than 700 jobs.  The new truss-type bridge will enhance movement of oil tankers delivering product to area tank farms.  Construction is underway with completion in 2012.
· $15 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Highway Transportation funding to complete the necessary public infrastructure improvements in Somerville and, eventually, create a new Orange Line stop.

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in The greater Boston area and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· MassCEC funded a program that established a regional training center for energy efficiency skills training at Roxbury Community College, one of seven community colleges throughout the state. This is part of the Energy Efficiency Skills Initiative funded with $1.875 million from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.
· In June 2008, Bunker Hill Community College (BHCC) broke ground for the new $22.8 Million, 49,000 square foot Health & Wellness Center (H&WC) that will help Greater Boston meet its need for health professionals into the 21st century. From its energy star white roof membrane and foam insulated architectural pre-cast concrete building envelope to its indigenous drought-resistant plantings and captured rain water fed bio-retention storm-water system, the Center will be a study in energy efficiency and environmentally sound design.
· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for the greater Boston area and the Commonwealth’s 351 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.
· The Patrick-Murray Administration designated Somerville as a Growth District on December 1, 2008, and the city received a grant in the amount of $2 million for the development of the Assembly on the Mystic. The master developer, Federal Realty Investment Trust, proposes to create a mixed-use waterfront property where the community can assemble together in an urban village. 
· In November 2008, the Patrick-Murray Administration awarded the City of Marlborough $10 million through the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Jobs Capital Program.  The funding will help upgrade and expand the existing Westerly Wastewater Treatment Facility. The project is anticipated to create 100 jobs.

· Energy and the Environment: Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth's natural habitats.
· Led by Governor Patrick, Massachusetts assembled a team of local, state, university and federal leaders to win a competitive grant of $2 million in federal support. The grant will help establish a world class large wind turbine blade testing center in Boston, which could attract new wind technology and other renewable energy technology companies to the region. The Wind Technology Testing Center (WTTC); WTTC has created 30 jobs so far and we expect it to created 250-300 in total.
· Housing and Weatherization: Governor Patrick has consistently invested in projects that provide affordable housing for low-income residents now as well as supporting weatherization efforts that will provide cost savings in the long term.  
· Received $33,358,482 for local housing authority through DHCD’s State Public Housing Capital Awards.
· Received 13 vouchers through Section 8 Project-based Voucher Awards.
· Received $587,227 in ARRA Community Service Block Grants (CSBG) through DHCD.
