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Good morning and thank you, Secretary Bialecki for that kind introduction.  I also want to thank you again for your leadership and friendship during this Administration.  You and your team do an outstanding job promoting and implementing our agenda for growth and opportunity here in Massachusetts and you’ve been terrific in promoting international economic development for the Commonwealth as well.

Since taking office in 2007, this Administration has worked to foster opportunities for Massachusetts to grow and compete in a global economy. From Europe to Asia to Latin America, we have a strong record of engaging both established and emerging economies to promote job creation and expanded economic opportunity in the Commonwealth.

We have led coalitions – which many of you here today have joined - of the Commonwealth's leading business executives, state economic development officials, government officials and emerging sector leaders on nine innovation economy development missions to fourteen different countries. And through each of these important missions, we have created lasting economic, innovation and educational opportunities for the Commonwealth and the partnering nations.

These missions occur at a very purposeful and intentional context. So, I want to just offer a few words about that context, and what some of the results have been, as I welcome you here today.

For 8 years now, we have pursued a strategy to grow jobs and opportunity in Massachusetts by focusing on education, innovation and infrastructure.

We invest in education because frankly, it is our calling card around the world. There are some 300 colleges, universities, teaching hospitals within 90-minutes of where we’re sitting right now. We’re one of the most extraordinary concentrations of brainpower on the planet. So, we view education as, as important to us in Massachusetts as oil is to Texas or corn is to Iowa. We cultivate it by investing time, ideas and money in the public schools; in public higher education and college affordability; and in early education.

We invest in innovation because enabling and encouraging industries that depend on that kind of concentration of brainpower is the best way for us to take advantage of the knowledge explosion happening in the world economy today. So, we have initiatives to grow the life sciences and biotech, clean and alternative energy, the whole range of digital technologies, and advanced manufacturing too, which is enjoying a resurgence here in the commonwealth today. Each one designed not to substitute for the private sector, but to supplement it in important ways.

And finally we invest in infrastructure – what I have described over and over again as the unglamorous work of government – because rebuilding roads, rails, bridges, expanding broadband to every community, building new classrooms and labs and more affordable housing not only creates jobs right now, but gives private initiative and personal ambition the platform for growth. I should mention our concerted efforts to reduce business costs and regulation, which is a part of our growth infrastructure as well.

So, education, innovation, infrastructure.  It’s a strategy proven through history.  And as you’ve heard me say before, it’s working for us today.

Massachusetts today has recovered from the Great Recession stronger and faster than the rest of the country and today is ranked the most economically competitive state in America.

We are at a 25-year high in employment, exceeding the national growth rate in job growth since 2007.

Our biotech sector is one of the fastest growing in the world, our clean tech sector has grown 47 percent over the last 4 years, and employs nearly 90,000 people and we’ve trained over 100,000 people for jobs in these and other burgeoning innovation sectors.

More of the Nation’s Fortune 500 and Fortune 1,000 companies call Massachusetts home than ever.

We were ranked first in the Nation in student achievement, in health care coverage, in energy efficiency, in veterans’ services, in entrepreneurial activity, in per capita venture funding and much, much more.

The point is that Massachusetts is back in the leadership business and the innovation economy sectors are at the forefront.

[bookmark: _GoBack]An element of our strategy is learning to look out to the whole world, not just in, taking an active role in global commerce. This is no longer the exclusive province of large, established companies. With robust collaboration – among and between government, industry, financial services and academia – and a few practical tools – like the nine new international direct flights into Logan and the robust partnership with the Commerce Department as well as the support of the international trade and investment promotion agencies, and presence of the members of the Massachusetts Consular Corps – there are many opportunities we have positioned ourselves to seize.

We try to focus on markets where the economies and the strategic emphases are compatible. And our missions have served as opportunities to showcase the Commonwealth’s growth in terms of foreign direct investment. Let me share with you a few examples.

In China in 2007 we helped to announce the opening of the Massachusetts Technology Center at the Shanghai Zhangjiang Hi-Tech Park, which is now open to any business in Massachusetts for exhibiting and marketing products to Chinese companies, and we also signed a Letter of Intent with Zhangjang Hi-Tech Park to enhance trade and exchanges between our two regions and to increase brand awareness of Massachusetts.

In Brazil in 2011 we joined with President and CEO of Santander Brazil Marcial Portela to announce the TOP USA-Massachusetts Program, an initiative that promotes an academic exchange of faculty and students between several Brazilian and North American Universities, including the University of Massachusetts (UMass) system and launched a new era of collaboration in the area of agricultural research and development with the signing of a MOU between the University of Massachusetts Amherst and the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation (Embrapa). 

In Columbia in 2013, President Juan Manuel Santo and I signed a MOU to formalize collaboration between Massachusetts and Colombia in the areas of science, technology and innovation, including in the life sciences, technology and clean energy industries to enhance both scientific and technological development and economic activity in and between the residents of Colombia and Massachusetts by promoting collaboration and partnerships among public and private institutions, universities, research centers, non-governmental organizations and citizens.

In Japan in 2013, I met with Japanese industry and policy leaders including those in health information technology (IT) to discuss collaborations and partnerships between the emerging health IT industry sectors in each region and public policies spurring health technology adoption in each region. As a direct result of our meeting with Governor Yuji Kuroiwa of Kanagawa Prefecture during the trade mission, Massachusetts and Kanagawa Prefecture signed an MOU in the area of Life Sciences collaboration in May 2014 here in Boston.

In Panama and Mexico in 2014 we focused on creating and strengthening relationships with the emerging innovation economies of Panama City and Mexico City.  This Mission utilized the new direct flight from Boston to Panama City, premiered by Copa Airlines in July 2013.

We traveled to Israel – the first time in 2011 and the second in 2014 to build upon the importance of the bilateral relationship Massachusetts enjoys with Israel.  While in Israel this past May, I met with Chief Scientist Avi Hasson to discuss the progress of the Massachusetts-Israel Innovation Partnership (MIIP) we signed in 2011 and to announce the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center will provide up to $250,000 for a new round of the MIIP clean technology funding challenge.  

And on our most recent innovation mission to Europe in September we visited France, Denmark, and the United Kingdom for a second time. While in London, I had the pleasure of meeting with Eric Roman, the newly named incoming senior leader on site of GE Healthcare North America to discuss GE Healthcare’s future business operations in the Commonwealth, and announce plans for the company to open a new $21 million U.S. Headquarters in Marlborough in the spring of 2015.

As is the case in each of our missions, we open doors and we meet new partners.  Whether you or others choose to walk through those doors is up to you.  For those of you here today considering making Massachusetts your “home away from home,” I want you to know that Massachusetts is committed to building relationships to advance our mutual commercial, economic and social interests for today and for the generation to come.  

Thank you and enjoy the rest of the summit.
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