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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas This year, nearly one in three babies born in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts will be born surgically via cesarean section; and
W

hereas The United States Department of Health and Human Services Healthy People 2010 goals strive toward a reduction in the cesarean rate to eighteen percent among low-risk first time mothers and seventy-two percent for women with prior cesareans; and
W

hereas A cesarean section is a major abdominal surgery that can be a lifesaving procedure for both mother and baby in the right circumstances; and
W

hereas Unnecessary cesareans can be avoided if families are properly educated about their choices in managing labor and delivery; and 
W

hereas Women who do undergo cesarean births have a longer recovery time and are subject to increased complications in their future reproductive life including increased rates of unexplained stillbirth, placental      abnormalities and uterine rupture; and
W

hereas Maternal-child health is improved by preventing unnecessary cesareans through education, providing support for cesarean recovery, and promoting normal birth after cesarean; and
W

hereas Massachusetts women have the right to full and complete information on the risks and benefits of natural cesarean birth and the corresponding right to make informed choices about health care, including the right to refuse unnecessary cesarean surgery,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim April, 2008, to be,
Cesarean Awareness Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this ninth day of March, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
