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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Tay-Sachs is a rare, inherited disorder that causes progressive destruction of nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord due to insufficient activity of an enzyme called beta-hexosaminidase A; and 
W

hereas There is no treatment or cure for Tay-Sachs disease and it is fatal in children; and 
W

hereas The disorder was first identified by British ophthalmologist Warren Tay in 1881 and American neurologist Bernard Sachs in 1887; and  
W

hereas Tay-Sachs disease often affects families with no prior history. Approximately one in twenty-seven Ashkenazi Jews and French Canadians, one in fifty Irish Americans and one in every 250 people are carriers of the disorder. If both parents are carriers, there is a twenty-five percent chance that their child will have Tay-Sachs disease; and 
W

hereas Through public awareness the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to provide an opportunity for all people to learn more about the causes and warning signs of this disease, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim November 2008, to be
Tay-Sachs Awareness Month     
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fifth day of November, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth         

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
