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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  A crippling and potentially fatal infectious disease, polio still strikes children mainly under the age of five in the countries of Asia, Africa and the Middle East; and 
W

hereas Historically, polio has been the world’s greatest cause of disability and in some cases can cause death; and   
W

hereas Because there is no cure for polio, the best protection is prevention through vaccination; and 
W

hereas Since 1985, Rotary International has been dedicated to eradicating polio worldwide. To date, Rotary has contributed nearly $800 million and countless volunteer hours to the protection of more than two billion children in 122 countries; and 
W

hereas In an effort to educate and increase awareness of this crippling disease, Rotarians will mark the tips of individuals pinkies while providing information about the disease.  Millions of children in polio-endemic countries know that a freshly marked purple pinkie means freedom from the disease, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 24th, 2009 to be,
Polio Awareness Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twentieth day of October, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
