2007 In Review: The Patrick-Murray Record
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Over the past year Governor Patrick has changed the focus and face of state government in Massachusetts.  The administration has undertaken a broad and far-reaching governing agenda focused on jobs, schools and civic engagement.
Governing the Entire State
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The Governor, shown here meeting with local residents at Hager’s farm in Colrain, MA, has made it a priority to govern the entire Commonwealth.  This year the governor formed an economic development partnership with the city of Springfield, submitted legislation to expand broadband internet access in central and western Mass., and opened the western Massachusetts Office of the Governor in Springfield. 
Promoting Civic Engagement
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One of the driving goals of the Governor’s administration has been to better connect Massachusetts citizens with their government.  The newly created Office of Civic Engagement has opened new lines of communication, and provided opportunities for community groups and individual citizens to take action in shaping their government.
A Commitment to Service
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The Patrick-Murray administration has taken steps to expand opportunities for citizens to give back to their communities. The Governor has expanded the State Employees Responding as Volunteers program, or SERV, and created the Commonwealth Corps to encourage citizens across Massachusetts to commit to community service and volunteerism in their communities.
Job Growth and Economic Development
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The top priority in the Patrick-Murray administration has been to create good jobs at good wages in every region of the state.  This year, Massachusetts has added 26,000 new jobs and risen from 49th to 15th in the nation for job creation.  The governor’s job growth agenda has included long-term investments in education and transportation, the formation of a Development Cabinet, and the re-energizing of the state sales team. Those efforts have worked to attract and grow innovative industries like the life sciences and clean energy as well as home-grown small business like the one shown with the governor here at Made in Massachusetts Day at the State House.
A Trade Mission to China
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In December, the Governor travelled to China on a 7-day trade mission with a team of business executives, academic leaders and senior government officials as part of the growing relationship between Massachusetts and China.  The trip included a number of meetings with Chinese government officials and business leaders to strengthen innovation and collaboration around clean energy, life sciences, education and transportation.
Life Saving Medicines and New Jobs
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This year the Governor filed legislation to make Massachusetts the global leader in life sciences.  The plan includes a 10-year, $1 billion investment package that will strengthen and secure the state’s international leadership in the fields of medicine and biotechnology and create 250,000 jobs. Above, Governor Patrick testifies before the Legislature's Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies on behalf of the bill in October. 
Environmental Leadership


[image: image7.jpg]





The Patrick-Murray administration worked with its legislative partners to develop first-in-the-nation biofuels standards and propose landmark energy legislation.  Massachusetts joined the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiatve, approved environmental review for Cape Wind, and helped national clean energy companies move to and expand in Massachusetts. Above, Governor Patrick announces that Massachusetts has been chosen as the site for a Wind Technology Testing Center with U.S. Secretary of Energy Samuel Bodman in June.


Education Reform
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Along with approving a budget with the strongest investment in education in the history of the Commonwealth, the Governor launched the Commonwealth Readiness Project, which brings together a broad, diverse group of education, business, community and government leaders to develop a plan to implement comprehensive education reform over the next 10 years.
Investing in Higher Ed
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Above, Governor Patrick congratulates Dr. J. Keith Motley on his appointment as Chancellor of the University of Massachusetts in Boston in November.  Earlier this year, the Governor filed a $2 billion bond bill to address neglected capital needs for public colleges and universities in the Commonwealth.
Health Care Reform Implementation
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The administration is committed to implementing landmark health care reform with the goal of promoting better, affordable health care in all communities.  More than 300,000 Massachusetts residents will have signed up for health insurance during the past year, exceeding all expectations.

Safe Communities
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The Governor listens to Mayor Thomas Menino at a monthly Anti-Crime Council meeting in October.  The Governor established the Council to develop comprehensive proposals for preventing and fighting crime and violence. As part of getting both tough and smart on crime, the administration has distributed over $50 million in state and federal public safety grants, nearly doubled funding for new officers on the street and community policing, expanded Shannon Grants and summer jobs programs, and overhauled the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.
Roads, Rails, and Bridges
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The Patrick-Murray administration is committed to making significant improvements to the Commonwealth’s long-neglected network of roads, bridges, and mass transit in every region of the state, including expansions to the commuter rail and the Blue and Green lines.  In addition to filing a three-year, $2.9 billion transportation bond bill on November 29, which is expected to leverage additional federal funds for a total investment of $4.8 billion, and will encourage economic development, including the creation of an estimated 10,000 construction jobs across the Commonwealth, the Governor created the Massachusetts Mobility Compact to break down silos and increase communications between agencies shaping statewide transportation policy.
Consumer Protection
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Responding to one of the fastest growing threats facing Massachusetts consumers, in August Governor Patrick signed into law comprehensive identity theft prevention legislation requiring businesses and governments to notify consumers when their data is lost or stolen and sets standards for the disposal of records containing personal information.
Fiscal Management
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One of the focuses of the Patrick-Murray administration is to do more with less; the budget submitted by Governor Patrick included almost $700 million in budget efficiencies, and held spending to the smallest rate of growth in three years.  The administration has developed the first ever 5-year capital spending plan, based on a financial analysis of the level of debt the Commonwealth can afford. 
Foreclosure Prevention
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At a roundtable discussion in Lawrence in November, the Governor joined state and local officials, non-profit leaders, mortgage lenders and city homeowners, to unveil his comprehensive foreclosure prevention plan designed to keep people in their homes and to stabilize neighborhoods across the Commonwealth.  
Property Tax Relief

Rebuilding and reducing the cost of the state’s affordable housing stock is a crucial piece of the Governor’s plan to attract and retain young people to work and study in the Commonwealth.  As part of that effort, the Governor proposed income tax credit progams that would provide immediate property tax relief for 1,000,000 Massachusetts households.
Marriage Equality

[image: image16.jpg]



http://www.mass.gov/Agov3/images/2007-06-14_ballot_amendment_02_web.jpg
Working closely with legislative leadership, the Governor helped defeat a proposed ban on gay marriage, protecting the marriage equality of 8,500 gay and lesbian couples who have married in Massachusetts since 2004 and those in the future.
Working closely with the Legislature 
In the first half of the two-year legislative session, the Governor has set an ambitious legislative agenda 
Partnering with our Cities and Towns
[image: image17.jpg]—

N ——





http://www.mass.gov/Agov3/images/2007-10-11_education_roundtable_02_web.jpg
The Governor introduced legislation to create the Municipal Partnership Act, portions of which have already passed the legislature.  The bill gives cities and towns the relief they need from skyrocketing health care costs, property taxes and underperforming pension systems.
A City of Champions
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Of course, no slideshow of the year would be complete without the Governor and the Lieutenant Governor joining members of the Legislature, interested citizens, the owners of the Red Sox and players Jason Varitek and Doug Mirabelli to celebrate the Red Sox second World Series championship in 4 years. (And there’s no telling how many more championships we might be celebrating in 2008…)
