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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas In 1636, William Pynchon and a company of six men from Roxbury, established Springfield, named in honor of Pynchon’s English birthplace and the town was incorporated in 1641; and 
W

hereas Springfield established itself as home of many vibrant industries, including fur-trading, printing, insurance and finance industries and became a major railroad center in the nineteenth century; and 
W

hereas Because of Springfield’s technological advancements in metal crafts and its ideal location, George Washington selected Springfield as the site of the United States Armory in 1794 and the first American- 

 made musket was produced there in 1795; and
W

hereas Springfield is the largest city in Western Massachusetts and is known as “The City of Firsts” because it stood historically as an advanced center for commercial development and inventions, such as the first American-English dictionary in 1806, the first-ever rubber stamp in 1844, the first-ever adjustable monkey wrench in 1856 and America’s first postcard in 1873; and
W

hereas In 1891, the sport of basketball was invented by James Naismith at the YMCA International Training School, known today as Springfield College, and the first basketball game ever played took place in the Madison Square district of Springfield; and
W

hereas Throughout our history, the men and women of Springfield have answered the call of duty and served in our armed forces; and

W

hereas We congratulate the city of Springfield and its citizens upon the 375th  anniversary of its incorporation and extend greetings as they gather to celebrate this important milestone in their history, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 14th, 2011, to be
Springfield Day   
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of May, in the year two thousand and eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

               





By His Excellency                  







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth       
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
