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Thank you, Dr. Reif for that warm introduction.  I want to take a moment to acknowledge the grief the MIT community has experienced this past week, as I know last week’s tragedies have hit this campus especially hard.  My thoughts and prayers are with the family, friends and colleagues of Officer Collier.  He will be remembered as a hero, as he should, here at MIT and all around the world. 

I have spent a lot of time around Boston and the surrounding communities since last Monday and what I have seen time after time is the overwhelming sense of community. 

We are a community, and anyone who doubted that before last week should take a hard look at what we have faced and reflect on that fact.  I’ve said before that there isn’t a single challenge that we face in this community or in this country that can’t be surmounted by a renewed sense of community.  And that notion that we have a stake in each other has come through more than ever this past week. 

We will recover and repair, and we will remember, I hope and pray, long after media has turned its attention elsewhere that the grace this tragedy exposed is the best of who we are.

Now, why we are here today.  Happy (belated) Earth Day.  I am proud of everything we have accomplished to be better stewards of our environment, but let me be clear that we will not let up on investing in the innovations that will create a stronger and healthier Commonwealth for the next generation. 
 
Five years ago, we in Massachusetts took a fresh look at our energy future, starting with our current realities.  Energy in Massachusetts has long been relatively costly.  With no oil, coal or natural gas of our own, we are at the end of the pipeline and are subject to the whims of a global energy market.  We bear the costs associated with finding, extracting and transporting fuels from all corners of the world.  In 2008, I signed three pieces of legislation that would move us closer to accomplishing these goals. 

First, the Green Communities Act strengthened the Commonwealth’s support for the solar industry and allowed me to set ambitious goals for renewable energy; 250 megawatts of solar by 2017 and 2,000 megawatts of wind by 2020 – there were just three megawatts of each when I took office.

It also directed state agencies to assist cities and towns across Massachusetts in bringing energy efficiency and clean energy to their community – taking this revolution to the grassroots level.  One municipality, one business, and one resident at a time we would reduce our energy consumption and make cleaner the energy we did use.

Second, the Global Warming Solutions Act allowed us to think far into the future and establish goals to address the long-term crisis of climate change.  Using the tools outlined in the Green Communities Act, we set out on a path to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 25 percent below 1990 levels by 2020 and at least 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.

And third, the Green Jobs Act established the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center to be sure that while we invest in energy efficiency and renewables, we are fostering innovation and creating jobs for the Commonwealth in the process.

Why did we do this?  Because Massachusetts sits at the end of the energy pipeline, importing all of its fossil fuel-based energy sources from other regions of the country or other parts of the world. 

We spend billions every year to buy the energy that runs our power plants, our buildings and our vehicles – and 80 percent of it flows out of Massachusetts.

That’s lost economic opportunity that Massachusetts stands poised to reclaim through investments in home-grown renewable energy – like solar and wind – and energy efficiency.

It is with these economic and environmental imperatives in mind that we put together the comprehensive plan outlined in those three pieces of legislation.  And today, more than ever, the nation is watching because it is working. 

We have been ranked the number one state in energy efficiency for two consecutive years by the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy.  This is a direct result of the Mass Save program; our coordinated effort with the Commonwealth’s utilities, residents and business owners to reduce energy costs and consumption with common sense measures like insulation and efficient home heating products.

We installed more than 100 megawatts of solar power in 2012 alone – ranking us sixth last year in total capacity added. We will reach my 2017 goal of 250 megawatts way ahead of schedule.

The 2012 Solar Foundation Jobs Report ranks Massachusetts 4th in the nation in total jobs and we have more than 200 solar installation companies operating in the Commonwealth.

These companies are among the nearly 5,000 clean energy firms employing nearly 72,000 people in the Commonwealth. 

We saw an impressive 11.2 percent growth in the clean energy sector from 2011 to 2012.

The clean energy revolution isn’t just taking place at solar installation and research companies.  It is happening in nearly every community across the Commonwealth.  Of our 351 communities, 342 have at least one solar installation. 

We stand poised to be home to the nation’s first offshore wind farm and we are already seeing the economic benefits.  We’ve invested in the largest indoor wind blade testing facility in the world in Charlestown.  The investment in the New Bedford Marine Commerce Terminal will help establish New Bedford and Massachusetts as a hub for the emerging offshore wind energy industry.  And this means jobs.  As of 2010, 35,000 people were working on offshore wind in Europe, and that number is accelerating rapidly as the Europeans seek to meet a larger portion of their electricity load through offshore wind.  The U.S. Department of Energy projects 20,000 jobs by 2020 in offshore wind.

We are protecting our land, too.  Last summer I announced that together we have protected over 100,000 acres of land – 100,987 to be exact.  That’s more than 50 acres each day since I took office.

Working together across state government with conservationists, environmentalists, residents and local leaders, we have increased the amount of protected space to 1.25 million acres, up from just 1.0 million in 2000, and, for the first time, exceeded the amount of developed land.  Our land and park legacy has touched every corner of the state – from Provincetown to Sheffield. 

We have learned from all of this success.  We have proven that strategic investments work – we cannot just sit back and hope we live up to our generational responsibility of leaving a better Commonwealth for our children than the one we inherited.  We need to stand up and choose growth – invest to preserve what we have today – to ensure it is sustainable for tomorrow.


That means not letting up.  We must continue to push, make bold investments, and do what it takes to expand an industry that is bringing economic opportunity to our citizens and a cleaner environment to future generations.

We have identified water innovation as the next opportunity for Massachusetts to seize – and we are.  After a trade mission to Israel, we began working with our international partners to further develop the existing water innovation cluster in Massachusetts. Our world-class educational institutions and research facilities have earned Massachusetts a rich history of bringing the right people together to grow an industry and we are at it again.  The Massachusetts Clean Energy Center will foster this innovation and ensure the right investments are made to create jobs here at home.

We will continue to invest more than 80 percent of proceeds from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative back into efficiency programs.  We require utilities to offer nation-leading programs and incentives for their customers to help their homes and businesses run on less.

Just this week, Secretary Sullivan’s office announced a new tool for communicating with the public about our progress in reducing emissions. They call it a “dashboard”, it’s a webpage that will engage the citizens of the Commonwealth so that they can monitor, measure and ultimately contribute to the work of cleaning up our environment.

I have directed Secretary Sullivan and his team at Energy and Environmental Affairs to look closely at the incentives that have so successfully grown the solar industry in Massachusetts over the past several years. With stakeholders and industry leaders at the table, we will expand our solar carve-out program to ensure certainty for the financing world, affordability for consumers and stability for the market.

We have expanded our Solarize Mass program to allow all of the Commonwealth’s cities and towns to participate. Earlier this month we selected 10 communities – from Williamstown to Bourne - for the current round. These municipalities will work with my Department of Energy Resources to increase the adoption of solar, reduce costs and offer residents and businesses discounts on solar. 

Construction has started at the New Bedford Marine Terminal. It will serve as a high-capacity port equipped to handle large cargo like industrial equipment and marine cargo but it will also be America’s first purpose-built facility for the assembly, construction, and deployment of offshore wind projects.  Everyone else is in a race for second.  

And we will keep it that way.  Today, Massachusetts leads the nation in a host of different areas, from student achievement, access to health care, veterans services, and of course clean energy and energy efficiency. 

Whether we like it or not, there will be winners and losers when it comes to clean energy in the 21st Century.  The winners will be those places that did everything they could to be ready for change and created an atmosphere for and a culture of innovation.  Massachusetts is ready.  Thank you for having me.   
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