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Good evening and thank you for having.  First off, to the graduates and their families, congratulations on your achievement.  This is an important step in your lives, an important milestone in your education.  Enjoy this moment, and be excited for what comes next.

I know that you have worked hard to get here.  As the children of service members, you have a unique educational experience.  You move more than other kids do, and that makes you grow up faster than some kids.  I can relate to that.  When I was your age, I moved from the broken schools and broken neighborhoods of the South Side of Chicago to a private school in Milton, Massachusetts.  Like you, I needed to adapt to a whole different world.

But you know what?  It all worked out.  And I know that great things are ahead of you, too.  In particular, you are blessed with something that we need more of in America.  It is a sense of sacrifice, of service.  You learn it every day from your mothers and fathers, and maybe even from your grandparents and others in your family tree.  
Embrace that part of your character.  The solutions to every big challenge facing us demand a sense of service and sacrifice. 
Lastly, I just want you to know that millions of people in Massachusetts and every other state in this nation are profoundly grateful for the service your parents give us.  Your mothers and fathers are selfless.  They seek neither fame nor fortune but rather a way to make this American society better for you and all of us.   I know you sacrifice right along with them, and we are thankful.  Congratulations on this accomplishment and best of luck on the road ahead.  Your future is bright.  Thank you.
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