ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

· Revitalize

· A working economy will help us a build a working community

· Sustainable, and that it reaches every sector

· To do that, we must reform the governance of SF and ensure the safety of our communities.

GOVERNANCE

· ensure transparency and accountability in financial management for everything from municipal services to the schools.  

· Avoid the mis-steps of the past

· Streamline and strengthen governance

PUBLIC SAFETY

· new money for police officers

· part of state wide initiative to decrease gun and gang violence

· focus on engagement and enforcement

those things will lay the foundations for sustainable, robust growth

ADDRESSING POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT

· We have expanded our immediate investments in workforce development through support for skills training, and one-stop career centers.  

· We are also working to coordinate the work of our schools with the needs of our employers, in particular our community colleges.  I have heard time and again from CEOs across the state that they have good jobs just waiting to be filled.  They are only waiting for the individual with the right skills.  Our efforts intend to fill that need.

CAPITALIZING ON STRENGTHS

· Fortunately, there is a strong framework in place, and we will not be starting from scratch.  This is not so much a project of rebuilding as revitalizing.  Springfield has much of what it needs to support economic growth.  

· It is home to major Massachusetts employers, including Bay State Medical and Mass Mutual; incredible cultural institutions and recreational facilities; and affordable housing stock.  It is also accessible by Interstates 91 and 291, Amtrak trains and even Bradley International Airport, making it fertile ground for light manufacturing.  

MOBILIZING ON ALL FRONTS

· Broadband expansion has the potential to foster new industry clusters throughout areas that are currently un- or underserved.  It will expand the reach of all of our economic development efforts, and ensure that the education reforms in our Commonwealth Readiness Project and the growth opportunities in the innovation economy, particularly with regard to our Massachusetts Life Sciences Initiative, are realized in every part of the state.  

· Economic activity in Western Mass, where travel and tourism make up a significant sector of the marketplace, will in turn boost travel and tourism in and around Greater Springfield.

· [CASINOS??] The same is true of our proposal to locate a destination casino in this region.  In addition to creating tens of thousands of good local jobs, a safe, well-planned resort casino will create a multiplier effect on investment in the area.  Casino revenue dedicated to road and bridge repair and expansion, and homeowner property tax relief will further sweeten the deal by combining with the strengths already here to make this region a prime location to live, work, and invest.
PARTNERSHIP

The revitalization will not take place overnight.  The challenges we face took a long time to come about.  The solutions will take time as well.  The focus is on creating sustainable change.  That must be careful and purposeful, based on collaboration, and not partisanship or headlines.

I will be looking to business leaders, local officials and other interested parties to be important contributors to our work going forward.  We have a remarkable opportunity to create robust, sustainable growth in Springfield and across the Commonwealth.  That is something that not only serves our economic interests, but enriches and expands all of our lives.
