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          Good afternoon.  We’re here today to announce that Farm Aid is coming to Massachusetts, and it’s about time.  Many of you here today probably don’t know that Farm Aid’s main offices are right over in Somerville, and I am excited to welcome this terrific event to the Commonwealth for the first time.  New England agriculture is a key component of our cultural heritage and our economy, and we are honored and thrilled to welcome this concert, the artists, the thousands of fans and most importantly the farmers from around the region to the Bay State.

I want to thank John Mellencamp, Neil Young, Willie Nelson, Dave Matthews, Whole Foods Market and Horizon Organic for their extraordinary vision, leadership and generous support.  In many ways, family farms are the backbone of our society, touching all of us every day.  But sometimes, for those of us who live inside the 495 loop or other urban areas, we don’t take the time to recognize and appreciate the incredible contributions that farms and farmers make in Massachusetts and throughout New England.  A 2002 census showed more than 6100 farms in our Commonwealth, 80% of which are family owned.  Farm Aid, at its core, is really about these families and giving them the financial and moral assistance they need and deserve.  Since 1985, Farm Aid has provided over $30 million to farmers, their families and farm activist groups, $418,000 of which has gone to Northern New England.  John, Neil, Willie and Dave see the connection between the family farmer and the societies they nourish, and I applaud them for their courageous and singular commitment to helping.  

           

There are few people who work harder than farmers and I am here to say, on behalf of all the people of Massachusetts, we appreciate and admire your efforts.  Whether it is the tangy cranberry sauce we serve with our Thanksgiving turkey, the fresh milk we pour on our cereal, or the crisp apple we bite into, we know first hand the value farmers add to our lives here in Massachusetts.  In today’s society, we have an increasingly acute interest in the origins of our food.  We like to know who grew it, when it was harvested, where it was grown.  This trend towards buying and eating more local food is evidenced by the New Oxford American’s dictionary selecting “locavore” as its word of the year for 2007.  I take it as a great sign that the next generation is so interested in their stake in our shared agricultural lives that they create new words for people who attempt to eat only locally grown foods.  

In the Bay State, we enjoy the luxury of 164 farmers markets and 410 roadside stands.  It is a bounty we should be grateful for and an important part of our economic engine.  Because so many of our farms are family owned and we have such a rich variety of markets and stands, Massachusetts is uniquely poised to capitalize on this local movement.  It is a trend that I encourage on multiple levels.  First, there is the benefit of contributing our local dollars to our local economy.  Second, this interest helps us see beyond our own interests to the role we all play in our neighbors’ dreams and aspirations.  Buying and eating local, fresh healthy food strengthens our economy, true, but more importantly it reinforces the bonds of community.  It’s in that’s spirit that I welcome the Farm Aid concert to Massachusetts for the first time.  Thank you.
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