Country Bank has been an institution and neighbor in the town of Ware since 1850. It is also an active community partner to the entire region, hosting blood drives, organizing a team for the Walk of Champions to benefit the Baystate Regional Cancer Program, sponsoring the 6th Annual Kids Expo to benefit the Molly Bish Foundation, donating $10,000 to the Leicester Athletic Booster Club for new lights on their football field, and much more. They understand the importance of corporate citizenship and they value their relationships with non-profit organizations and other like-minded community businesses in the region.
Tight-knit communities and frequent sponsorships connect Country Bank with partners throughout west-central Massachusetts, but last fall’s “Holiday Flair” event, presented a natural opportunity for them to connect with their community, a local organization, and four Commonwealth Corps members who were happy to have the help. “Holiday Flair” was an event organized by the Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation (QVCDC) and their members to inform Ware residents about the programs and services offered there and Country Bank took to streets with them to help get the word out.


This was not the first time Country Bank had partnered with QVCDC. Through the years, they have partnered to provide loans, training and technical assistance to start-up and job creating businesses. But “Holiday Flair” allowed them to work together physically and thereby strengthen their relationship. 

“Both Country Bank and the CDC are committed to economic growth and stability in west-central Massachusetts.  The bank is always interested in assisting small businesses to survive and grow because our home is their home.  We see the work of the CDC as a valuable asset in this process,” said Sue LaBarge, Public Relations Specialist, at Country Bank.
“Holiday Flair” is just one example of the hundred of ways Commonwealth Corps members across Massachusetts are forging relationships, creating opportunities for partnership, and recruiting volunteers everyday. Their commitment is extraordinary and their work is ever appreciated within the communities they serve.

