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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Approximately 100,000 Massachusetts individuals are infected with hepatitis C, and the Department of Public Health reported that among individuals aged 15 to 25 in the Commonwealth, the rate of hepatitis C infection doubled between 2002 and 2007; and
W

hereas Both hepatitis B and C can lead to cirrhosis, liver cancer, and, ultimately, liver failure and death, but in many cases can be cured or managed using currently available treatments; and
W

hereas The impact of late diagnosis of hepatitis B and C leads to an increasing need for liver transplants and increased prevalence of liver cancer, and the American Cancer Society reports that the five-year relative survival rate following a diagnosis of liver cancer between 1996 and 2003 was only 10.8 percent; and
W

hereas Both hepatitis A and B are preventable by vaccination, which has contributed to an eighty-five percent decrease in cases of hepatitis A and a seventy-five percent decrease in cases of hepatitis B in the United States between 1990 and 2005; and
W

hereas There is a tremendous continuing need for increasing early screening, diagnosis, and treatment, and effective interventions, such as testing, diagnosis, immunization, and counseling can help prevent and control viral hepatitis and protect personal and community health; and
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the devastating effects of hepatitis among all Massachusetts citizens,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 19th, 2008,  to be

Hepatitis Awareness Day  

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this sixth day of May, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth       
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
