GOVERNOR PATRICK INVESTS IN SOMERVILLE
TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the city and residents of Somerville in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.  

· The $15.2 million Assembly Square project will improve access and safety with numerous road upgrades, signal upgrades, new signals, and a new road- G Street between Mystic Avenue and Route 28. Construction is to begin in spring 2010.
· A $50 million award from the state Infrastructure Investment Incentive Program (I-Cubed) program, the first awards of its kind in the state to support the completion of public infrastructure improvements at Assembly Square.

· $15 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Highway Transportation funding to complete the necessary public infrastructure improvements and, eventually, create a new Orange Line stop.

· A $25 million project to reconstruct 1.3 miles of Somerville Avenue from Cambridge to Union Square. Completion summer 2010.
· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in Somerville and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for Somerville and the Commonwealth’s other 350 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.
· The Patrick-Murray Administration designated Somerville as a Growth District on December 1, 2008, and the city received a grant in the amount of $2 million for the development of the Assembly on the Mystic. The master developer, Federal Realty Investment Trust, is proposing a mixed-use development consisting of 1.75 million square feet of office space, 1.15 million square feet of retail space, and room for 2,100 housing units. The developer’s proposal aims to create a mixed-use waterfront property where the community can assemble together in an urban village. 

· Energy and the Environment: Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth's natural habitats.
· $201,000 EEA Mass Environmental Trust –  Mystic Initiative for renovation of Blessing of the Bay Boathouse & Blue Heron River Route to connect residents and general public to the Mystic River

· Housing and Weatherization: Governor Patrick has consistently invested in projects that provide affordable housing for low-income residents now as well as supporting weatherization efforts that will provide cost savings in the long term.  
· Received $6,817,177 for local housing authority through DHCD’s State Public Housing Capital Awards.
· Received 13 vouchers through Section 8 Project-based Voucher Awards.
· Received $587,227 in ARRA Community Service Block Grants (CSBG) through DHCD.
