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Good morning and welcome to National Adoption Day in Massachusetts.  I am thrilled to be with you and to celebrate a beautiful moment in hundreds of lives across our Commonwealth.  In Massachusetts, we started recognizing this day in 2003.  That year, 60 children were welcomed into new loving families.  We have built on that success in the intervening years, and today 139 children will be adopted throughout the state.  
In my time as Governor, I have witnessed some extraordinary moments of compassion and kindness from the people of this Commonwealth.  People amaze and inspire me with their selflessness and their humanity.  Nothing is more poignant nor more powerful than the choice to adopt a child into your home.  It is, simply, the most profound statement you can make about optimism in this country and this Commonwealth, and I am grateful to the families who are opening their doors today.  

And to the young people finding homes, remember this day.  Cherish this new life.  Embrace the love of your new family.  And, even though there will be challenges ahead, know that your new family believes in you, and so do I.  

I am also proud of the extraordinary work of our probate courts, foster families, our Office of the Child Advocate and the Department of Children and Families.  Thank you all for the tireless work you do to make these moments possible.  

Congratulations and thank you for having me here this morning.    
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