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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Founded in April 1866, the Grand Army of the Republic was organized by honorably discharged veterans of the Union Army, Navy and Marine Corps who had served in the Civil War; and
W

hereas The influence of the Grand Army of the Republic led to the creation of the Old Soldiers’ Homes of the late 19th century, evolving into the current Department of Veterans Affairs. They were also greatly active in post-war relief work and in pension legislation; and 
W

hereas In 1868, General Order #11 called for May 30th to designated as a day of memorial for Union veterans, originally called “Decoration Day”, later evolving into Memorial Day; and 
W

hereas During its existence the GAR was aided in its work by five organizations including the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Ladies of the Grand Republic Army, the Women’s Relief Corps, Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, which continues to carry GAR’s traditions today, called the Allied Orders of the Grand Republic; and  
W

hereas The goals of the Allied Orders of the Grand Republic are to preserve documents and records pertaining to Civil War Veterans, and assist in making these documents and records available for historical research; to honor the memory of all veterans;  register and preserve Civil War graves,  monuments and memorials, and historic and patriotic instruction at community schools,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 9th, 2008 to be,
Grand Army of the Republic Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, seventh day of August, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
