REMARKS

Governor Deval L. Patrick

Letter to Joint Committee on Election Laws re: Senate Seat

September 9, 2009

Dear Chairman Kennedy and Chairman Moran,

I appreciate your willingness to hold this expedited hearing on a matter of urgent consideration, the continuity of representation of Massachusetts in the United States Senate. I wish could be present at the hearing myself today to convey my personal sense of the importance of this proposal. I hope you will accept this letter into the record by way of the Lieutenant Governor, and that you or any of the members of your Committee will feel free to call me if you want to discuss this further.

This matter is before us because of the untimely loss of Senator Edward Kennedy. I do not believe that any member of the Legislature, from either political party, could deny the profound impact that the Senator had on the people and the interests of Massachusetts in the United States Senate. Time after time, working with Senator John Kerry and all the members of the congressional delegation, Senator Kennedy delivered for Massachusetts on health care, public safety, education, justice issues, workers' needs and so much more. In addition to the personal loss many of us feel, his passing leaves a big practical void for the Commonwealth.

Compounding this loss is the fact that many of our vital interests are at stake in the Congress right now. The national health care debate is framed in large measure around the bipartisan model we developed here in Massachusetts. Congressional support for it is critical for us here, and the national implementation may contribute to our own ability here in Massachusetts to sustain our leadership. Beyond health care, support our continuing efforts in education reform, for job creation, for community policing in local communities, for a climate change bill (again modeled on our own), for infrastructure investment through the stimulus bill and the transportation reauthorization act, and for other key pieces of federal legislation will be debated and voted on in the coming weeks. While we can depend on John Kerry to protect the interests of Massachusetts on these key matters, it is also true that we will need a full complement of voices and votes in our Senatorial delegation.

I support the existing law that enables the people to elect their senator through a special election and do not advocate that we change it. Neither did Senator Kennedy. I have set the date for that election on January 19, 2010. Many candidates have already expressed their intention to run.

All I am urging is that you authorize the governor (any governor) to appoint someone to serve as interim senator for the five months between the creation of the vacancy and the time of a special election. That, as it happens, is when so much of that critical agenda will be up for debate and vote in Washington. If given this authority, will appoint someone who will make a personal commitment to me not to be a candidate in the upcoming special election.

I understand that a similar proposal was made and voted down some years ago. I also understand that some of the critics of the proposal today were proponents of a similar proposal then. Not having been in office then, I have no stake in the debate of that time. In this time, the proposal for appointment of an interim senator is sound.

As elected officials, our job, especially in times like these, is to look past partisan or parochial interests to the best interests of the Commonwealth. believe that is what the Senator's proposal seeks to do. That is why support it and urge respectfully your prompt and favorable action on it.

