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Thank you, Tim Murray, for being the best partner any governor could have or hope for.  Your leadership on homelessness, on veterans affairs, on municipal issues and so many other issues is masterful and an example of good government at work.

Welcome, ladies and gentlemen, and thank you for being here and supporting our cause.  
It has been almost three years since you gave Tim and me the honor of serving you on Beacon Hill.  More than changing governors or party, you voted to change the values by which we govern.
You decided that investing in education instead of cutting it was a value for our children.

You decided that expanding health insurance, and the peace of mind that goes with it, instead of letting the sick slip silently into bankruptcy, was a value for working families and seniors.

You decided that closing corporate tax loopholes and getting some fairness into our tax code was a value for Massachusetts commerce.

You decided that fixing our roads and bridges, instead of looking the other way and ignoring the Big Dig debt, was a value for travelers and business.

You decided that reforming government -- from fixing the pension system and abolishing the Turnpike Authority to lowering your auto insurance rates and putting civilian flaggers at work sites -- actually had more value to you than just talking about it for 20 years.

You decided that equality in marriage reflected the value we all place in fundamental fairness.

You decided that governing for the long-term, not just tomorrow’s headlines, has value for long-term opportunity.
In the midst of the most devastating economic collapse in 80 years, we have been guided by those values.  

Those values are both why and how we have closed an $8 billion budget gap and delivered three budgets that were responsible, transparent, balanced and on time – not something many other states can say.

Those values are the reason our students have ranked at the top in the Nation for three years in a row.

Those values are the reason 97 percent of our residents have reliable, affordable health care today.

Those values are the reason we have invested time and money in IT, the life sciences, clean energy, health care and education – the very sectors that are leading Massachusetts out of recession faster and stronger than the rest of the country.

Those values are the reason people can marry whomever they love in Massachusetts.

No, I have not mastered the ways of the career politician, I have to admit.  Because I don’t wake up every day thinking about re-election, how to make myself look good on the evening news, and how to go along to get along; I wake up every day thinking about a better Commonwealth, about those values you voted for three years ago.  And I go to work for that.
There is more to accomplish, of course.  
We still have an achievement gap to close and schools and teachers to lift up.  
We still have skyrocketing health care costs to control for small businesses and families.  
We still have streets and neighborhoods to make safe and the CORI system to fix.  
We still have jobs to help create and people to get back to work and opportunity to spread and suffering and fear to relieve in every corner in this Commonwealth.

All that and more have we started.  Give us four more years, and we will finish what we started.

We will have a tough race, no doubt about it.  We have worthy challengers.  But this contest is not so new.  All my life I have dealt with or been up against others like my challengers with more money and better connections.  And I have found that they tend to focus mainly on their money and connections.  Well, I’m focused on you.  On the greater good.  On the values you voted for in 2006 and will vote for again.  On a better Commonwealth.

Those same winds of change have been blowing across the entire country in the last couple of years.  Today, we have an administration in Washington just as committed as we are to education excellence for every child, to creating a clean energy future, to universal health care, to social justice.  We have a partner in Washington today, a leader of progress and peace, and a friend of our cause and our values.  And he is with us this afternoon.

Ladies and gentlemen, please help me welcome the President of the United States, Barack Obama. 
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