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Good evening.  I’m Governor Patrick and I want to 

congratulate and thank Bottom Line – and all who support it – for 

the work that you do providing a chance for first generation low-

income students across the Commonwealth to go to college.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you to say so personally.  But as a poor kid who was the first in my family to go to college, I can assure you I have a personal 

stake in your success.

Special congratulations to my friend and our former
Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray on being tonight’s honoree. 
Tim, you were an integral part of my team for six and a half years, and an effective leader on a broad range of issues.  You led the administration’s initiatives on STEM education, homelessness, domestic violence, military services and veterans’ services – where you led us to number one in the Nation.  Just the other day, we celebrated new transportation, housing and business opportunities at Beacon Yards in Boston, made possible by your successful negotiation of the purchase of the CSX lines.  You have opened doors of opportunity for countless numbers of working people and families across the Commonwealth.  Tim, you are trusted partner and a great friend, and I miss your service as LG.  
How fitting that you would be honored by Bottom Line. The work that Bottom Line does to create educational opportunities for low-income students across this Commonwealth is vital.  Because for all the progress we have made, there are children in our own Commonwealth tonight whose future is defined by their zip code.  In today’s global competition, we need that talent on the field and ready to play.  Education is how we will prepare them. 

That’s our generational responsibility.  Meeting that
responsibility by expanding opportunity for people all over Massachusetts is why I wanted this job in the first place. 
The opportunity to build a better life for low-income students and their families is what drives all of you in this room. The single most important solution is economic growth, growth that reaches out to the marginalized not just up to the well-connected.  An expanding economy needs well-prepared and competitive talent of all kinds.  It needs inventors and innovators and investors. It needs techies and carpenters, teachers and cooks, Ph.Ds. and plumbers. Economic growth lifts us all. That’s why we need Bottom Line and programs like it to flourish.
So, thanks again Bottom Line, for the sacred work you do.  And congratulations again to my friend Tim Murray for being an advocate for the people of Worcester and a champion for students across this Commonwealth.

Have a wonderful gathering.
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