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Chief Cunningham, congratulations.  For over 25 years, you have been a fixture in this police community, a selfless man who has given so much back to the town that first showed you possibility.  Take a moment and look around at your family, friends, and colleagues gathered here.  It’s ok to be proud for a minute.  

You work in a profession filled with heroic and extraordinary men and women.  There are so many chiefs who dedicate their lives and devote their passion to serving and protecting their communities.  I know you will take this responsibility seriously and work with your fellow law enforcement officers to develop and implement new public safety strategies and methods.  And I look forward, along with Secretary Burke and his team, to working with you to find the solutions we need to keep the streets of Wellesley and our other 350 cities and towns safe for our families.    The road ahead will assuredly be unpredictable, and the work that awaits us may seem daunting.  But if we’re willing to embrace our commonalities and reach across our divides, we can conquer those challenges and help Massachusetts realize her full potential.  Thank you--and thanks to your family--for your service and for your courage.  Congratulations.
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